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UCAMA protests federal funding decision 


Heritage Canada 
says Ukrainian 
museum 
not a high priority 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Archives and Museum of 
Alberta (UCAMA) has launched a 
campaign to convince the federal 
government to reverse its decision 
to deny funding for the new buidling 
project. 

UCAMA President Khrystyna 
Kohut has sent out letters to support- 
ers urging them to send their own 
letter to Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper protesting the summary re- 
jection of UCAMA’s application for 
funding by the Department of Ca- 
nadian Heritage. 

Even though UCAMA has re- 
ceived grants of $3 million from the 
Province of Alberta and another $3 
million from the City of Edmonton, 
the federal government decided not 
to provide any funding on the 
grounds the project was judged “not 
to be a sufficiently high priority to 
receive a contribution.” 

“The Ukrainian contribution to 
the development and growth of this 
country is significant and unques- 
tionable.” stated Kohut in a letter to 
Harper. 

“On 25 May 2007 you presented 
a cheque for $5 million to The Mili- 
tary Museums in Calgary and stated 
that: “As the national government, 
we must do our part to ensure that 
projects that seek to tell Canadians 
the stories that have shaped the 
country we know and love today, 
just as The Military Museums will 
do, flourish across the country, not 
just in the nation’s capital.’ 

“UCAMA’s project is reflected in 
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New home for Holy 


The Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross in Edmonton celebr 
Motiuk on Sept. 15. Pictured above are some of the participants at the Divine Liturgy, includin 
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Parish 
~ 
а the Blesisng of their\iew church building by Bishop David 
oth Alberta Premier Ed Stelmach and Edmonton 


Mayor Stephen Mandel. For more see our special pullout supplement on Pages 9-12. 


"Регіони" можуть не брати участі у виборах 


(Українська правда)- -Партія регіонів заявляє про готовність 
переглянути свою участь у дострокових виборах у випадку, якщо не 
будуть припинені провокації з боку її опонентів. 

"Якщо цинічні провокації наших опонентів, що посиленими темпами 
готуються до масштабних фальсифікацій народного волевиявлення, 
будуть продовжуватися, Партія регіонів готова переглянути питання 
своєї участі в дострокових парламентських виборах", - йдеться в заяві 
партії. 

"Ми не будемо брати участь в авантюрі за назвою "Вибори-2007"7, 
у яких результати можуть бути визначені представниками Банкової, 
а після - "підтверджені" у підконтрольних ним же судах", - додають 
"Регіони". 

Відповідно до заяви, "до центрального виборчого штабу Партії 
регіонів продовжує надходити тривожна інформація про підготовку 
проти регіоналів провокацій". 

"Регіони" вважають, що їхні політичні опоненти, "що все чіткіше 
усвідомлюють, що на майбутніх дострокових виборах їм не уникнути 
розгромної поразки, шукають способи, які б значно погіршили 
результати Партії регіонів". 


"Одна з передбачуваних технологій полягає у відкритому саботажі 
роботи окружних виборчих комісій членами цих виборчих комісій 
від опозиції", - заявляють у Партії регіонів. 

Надумку партії, мета подібних "маневрів" очевидна: "Непідписання 
саботажниками протоколів голосування по округах спричинить 
визнання виборів у цих округах недійсними, після чого підуть тривалі 
судові розгляди". 

«Характерно, що більш за все сигналів про підготовку такого 

сценарію надходить з регіонів, де позиції Партії регіонів традиційно 
сильні - із Криму, Запорізької, Дніпропетровської, Миколаївської, 
Одеської областей і низки інших", - відзначають у партії. 
Партія регіонів заявляє "рішучий протест проти застосування 
політичними опонентами подібної тактики" і звертається до 
правоохоронних органів з вимогою "покласти кінець подібним 
спробам". vi 

"За кожним фактом саботування членами окружних 1 інших 
виборчих комісій своїх обов'язків повинні здійснюватися відповідні 
перевірки, а за їхніми результатами - вживатися передбачені 
законодавством заходи", - заявляють "Регіони". 


Янукович вже назбирав 3 мільйони за російську мову 


(Українська правда)- Партія регіонів заявляє, що вже зібрала 3 
мільйони підписів на підтримку ініційованого нею референдуму. 

Про це 17 вересня повідомляє прес-служба партії. 

"Сьогодні до Центрального виборчого штабу Партії регіонів нарешті 
надійшли з усіх областей, районів, найвіддаленіших великих і малих 
населених пунктів держави підписи громадян України на підтримку 
ініційованого регіоналами всенародного референдуму, зібрані станом 
на ранок 17 вересня", - зазначається в повідомленні. 

"Після їх ретельного обрахування та перевірки і було підтверджено, 
що загальна кількість підписів упритул наблизилася до трьох міль-- 


йонів", - повідомляє прес-служба. 

Організатори також зібрали мітинг на Майдані Незалежності, де 
вирішили ставити три мільйони перший підпис. 

Як відомо Партія регіонів збирає підписи за проведення референ-- 
думу щодо надання російській мові статусу другої державної, обрання 
губернаторів народним голосуванням, і позаблоковий статус держави. 

За Конституцією, для призначення референдуму необхідно мінімум 
три мільйони голосів за його проведення, за умови, що підписи зібрані 
не менш ніж в двох третинах областей і не менше ніж по сто тисяч в 
кожній області. 
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11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 

UCSS - a non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
counselling and advice 
information, referral 
translation and interpretation 
assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


Invest in the Future Ukrainian Scholarship - 
Support the 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 
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Канадського інституту українських студій 


CIUS, University of Alberta, 450 Athabasca Hall 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2Е8 
Tel: 780.492.2972; Fax: 780.492.4967; 
Email: cius@ualberta.ca; 9www.cius.ca 
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В Луганську знову очікуються 
масові фальсифікації виборів 


Ярослав Гребенюк, Радіо Свобода 

Передвиборчі штаби провідних політичних партій 
в Луганській області вже сьогодні попереджають: 
під час виборів 30 вересня можуть бути фальси- 
фікації. 

І кожна з політичних сил посилається на «досто- 
вірні джерела» і звинувачує опонентів. Голова облас- 
ного виборчого штабу БЮТ Віталій Курило переко- 
наний, що підготовка до фальшування - у розпалі. 
Він зокрема стверджує, що місцеві штаби Партії 
регіонів вже зараз пробують пропонувати гроші 
членам виборчих комісій. Щоправда, пан Курило не 
зміг назвати, що ж за гроші пропонують регіонали. 
Натомість, він упевнений, що члени виборчкомів 
отримують погрози позбутися роботи або навпаки 
-- привабливі пропозиції працевлаштування. 

Звинувачення спростовує виконуючий обов'язки 
голови луганської міської організації Партії регіонів 
Віктор Пронін. Він зазначає, що Партія регіонів не 
займалась, не займається і не буде займатись жод- 
ними фальсифікаціями. Пан Пронін наполягає на 
тому, що спекуляції на цю тему вигідні тим політич- 
ним силам, які намагаються вплинути на громадську 
думку, аби виправдати свою поразку. 


Луганці ж, які слідкували за політичними перипе- 
тіями останніх років, пам'ятають численні пору- 
шення виборчого законодавства саме з боку Партії 
регіонів. Проте цього разу таких масштабних підта- 
совок вони не очікують. 

Нардеп-комуніст Спиридон Кілінкаров вважає, 
що за умов буржуазної демократії чесних виборів 
не буває у принципі, і тут можна казати тільки про 
«відносну чесність» виборів. Він вважає, що фаль- 
сифікації були завжди, тому ця виборча кампанія 
закінчиться судовими позовами. І всі атрибути ми- 
нулої виборчої кампанії будуть присутні, можливо, 
навіть у більш виразній формі. 

Про «більш виразні форми» каже й голова облас- 
ного виборчого штабу блоку «Наша Україна - 
Народна самооборона» Ілля Шевляк. На його думку, 
існує намір перебільшити кількість виборців тільки 
по Луганській області на 300000 людей. Зокрема, 
по 103-му виборчому округу на деяких дільницях у 
списки вносили вулиці, яких взагалі не існує. 

Єдине, в чому збіглись слова усіх опитаних - 
гарантією чесних виборів може бути лише принци- 
пова позиція членів виборчкомів. Можливо, під 
принциповістю не всі розуміють те й саме? 


КВУ звинувачує МЗС у заниженні 
реального числа виборців за кордоном 


(Новинар/Німецька хвиля) -Комітет виборців 
України заявляє, що держава не опікується вибор-- 
цями за кордоном. 

КВУ критикує діяльність Робочої групи МЗС 
України, що складала списки виборців за кордоном. 
У підсумку до них було включено 420 тисяч 617 
українців; КВУ заявляє, що ця цифра є надто 
заниженою, у порівняні з реальним числом наших 
співгромадян за рубежем. 

Голова КВУ Ігор Попов прогнозує, що з усіх ук- 
раїнців, внесених МЗС до списку виборців 
закордонного виборчого округу, голосувати прийде 
лише 10 відсотків. Така низька явка виборців 
зумовлюється обмеженим доступом до дільниць та 
відсутністю обгрунтованої агітації. 

Очільник КВУ наголошує, що жодна політична 
партія серйозно не переймається цим електоратом, 
оскільки відсоток, який можуть дати виборці за 
кордоном є надто малим і не матиме впливу на 
результати голосування. 


«Цю проблему вирішити не можливо щоб вони 
всі проголосували. Така ситуація характерна для 
Молдови, Азербайджану, Балканських країн, де 
більше половини населення перебуває за кордоном 
і вони просто не голосують. 

Після скасування відкріпних посвідчень відсоток 
тих, хто міг проголосувати лише зменшився. Проте, 
держава особливо не переймалася тим, щоб 
українські громадяни за кордоном мали право 
голосувати», - заявив Ігор Попов. Він також 3ay— 
важив, що на закордонних дільницях теоретично 
можливі фальсифікації, позаяк лише формально 
зберігається принцип перехресного контролю в 
дільничних комісіях. 

Як повідомлялося, 13 вересня Робоча група при 
МЗС завершила формування списків виборців у всіх 
115 закордонних виборчих дільницях, після чого 
Міністерство закордонних справ передало ЦВК для 
визначення точної кількості бюлетенів інформацію 
про число виборців за кордоном. 


«Російський бойкот» виборів у Криму 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свобода 

19 вересня низка проросійських організацій Kpu— 
му закликали кримчан бойкотувати позачергові пар-- 
ламентські вибори. Вони стверджують, що усі партії 
в Україні обманюють росіян Криму своєю 
проросійською риторикою. 

«Ми оголошуємо російський бойкот виборам yK— 
раїнських панів-олігархів! Бойкот!» - кілька сотень 
прихильників Національного фронту «Севастополь- 
Крим-Росія» пройшлися центральними вулицями 
Сімферополя до Верховної Ради автономії, де зая-- 
вили, що закликатимуть кримчан, насамперед етніч-- 
них росіян, бойкотувати парламентські вибори в 
Україні. На їхню думку, жодна з українських полі- 
тичних партій не представляє інтереси російського 
населення України: «Нас із вами обдурюють! Ду- 
майте самі, чи йти на ці вибори і бути виборчою 
біомасою, чи залишитися вдома!» 

За словами лідера Національного фронту Сергія 
Шувайникова, на заклик до бойкоту може відгук-- 
нутися близько 30-40% кримчан, які розчарувалися 
у Партії регіонів, Компартії i ПСПУ Наталі Вітрен-- 


ко. ТІ, мовляв, тільки й експлуатують проросійські 
лозунги, як, наприклад, чергову тему референдуму 
про державний статус російської мови. 

Водночас представники згаданих партій назива-- 
ють Сергія Шувайникова «провокатором» і стверд-- 
жують, що цю акцію фінансують суперники Партії 
регіонів: «Чим менше росіян і російськокультурних 
громадян проголосує за Януковича і Партію perio— 
нів, тим більше шансів у Ющенка і Тимошенко. Тому 
давайте проскандуємо: ганьба наймитам Тимошен-- 
ко!», - під стінами кримського парламенту також 
зібралися прихильники «регіоналів», які підтримали 
ідею референдуму про державний статус російської 
мови. 

Втім, не всіх, хто прийшов на мітинги, хвилювала 
мовна проблема. Безпартійна пенсіонерка Ніна 
Палаш розчарована, бо йшла мітингувати за піднят-- 
тя пенсій: «Ніде, жодного лозунгу немає про те, що 
ми отримуємо мінімальні пенсії і зарплати. I ми 
хочемо їсти, а не тої чи іншої мови. Мови треба знати 
різні, як наші козаки, які знали по 16 мов і говорили 
з кожним народом його мовою..,». 


Рудьковський продовжує провокувати Ющенка своїми заявами 


(Українська правда)- -Міністр транспорту i 
зв'язку Микола Рудьковський вважає, що поки 
Чорноморський флот РФ перебуває в Севастополі, 
доти у Криму буде стабільність і спокій. 

Як передає кореспондент УНІАН, про це Рудь- 
ковський заявив у "прямому ефірі" Севастополь-- 
ської регіональної державної ТРК 18 вересня. 

За словами міністра, він "впевнений, що до того 
часу, поки у Севастополі стоїть російський флот - 
може, комусь із націоналістів це не сподобається - 
до того часу в Криму буде стабільність і спокій. Як 
тільки виведуть флот, не дай Боже, одразу ж з'яв-- 
ляться ті процеси, яких ми не очікували". 

Тому, вважає Рудьковский, якщо на майбутніх 
президентських виборах буде обрано президента, 


який підтримуватиме цей курс, "можна буде про-- 
довжити контракт перебування російського флоту 
у Севастополі". 

На думку Рудьковського, Севастополь отримує 
більше дивідендів від російського флоту, ніж будь- 
хто: висока заробітна плата, інвестиції Росії в інфра- 
структуру. ж 

"Врешті-решт, - повідомив міністр, - я дав завдан-- 
ня своїм транспортникам: усі питання, які CTOCy— 
ються транспортного пересування, спірних терито-- 
рій тощо, відвести в сторону. Я вважаю, що на поря-- 
док більше завдань, які ми можемо разом ефективно 
вирішувати, ніж через три маяки влаштувати потіш-- 
ні навчання". 
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Don Koziak running for Mayor | Hearing Care Clinic 


(UkrNews) - Ukrainian Canadian 
businessman Don Koziak on Sept. 
17 filed his nomiination papers to 
run for Mayor of Edmonton. 

Although he admits his odds 
against incumbent Stephen Mandel 
are a long shot, Koziak feels that a 
mayoralty campaign gives him a 
better chance of getting his ideas 
across. 

“Media takes a keener interest in 
the mayoralty campaign than in the 
councillors’ campaigns.” 

He will be announcing his plat- 
form shortly. 

Koziak has previously tried three 
times for a seat on city council: in 
Ward 5 in 1995, and in Ward 2 in 
1998 and 2004. 

Koziak comes from a very well 
known Ukrainian Canadian political 
family. He is the son of Julian Koziak 
who served in a number of senior 
cabinet positions in the provincial 
government between 1971 and 1986 
and ran second to former Premier 
Don Getty in the Progressive Con- 
servative leadership in 1985. 

Don was baptized in and remains 
an active parishioner of St. Basil’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish. Although 
his schooling preceded the Ukrai- 


Don Koziak 


nian Bilingual Program, he was for- 
tunate to have what Ukrainian edu- 
cation was available. 

Growing up, he participated in 
Ukrainian activities through St. 
Basil’s Parish, first as a preschooler 
in Sadochok, then through Ukrai- 
nian language classes on Saturday 
mornings, annual Summer Camp at 
St. Basil’s Villa, continued his stud- 
ies with Ukrainian classes in High 
School, and Ukrainian immersion at 
Mohyla Institute in Saskatoon while 
a teenager. 


Don participated in various Ukrai- 
nian dancing schools up until his 
20’s, finishing with the Ukrainian 
Cheremosh Society’s Junior Group 
— Cheremshyna. Don is the Assis- 
tant Manager of The Chateau Louis 
Hotel & Conference Centre which 
has always been supportive of the 
Ukrainian community — hosting 
events, giving charitable donations 
and providing employment and sup- 
port to numerous first generation 
Ukrainians, bringing an awareness 
and education of the many Ukrai- 
nian sites and points of interest in 
our surrounding area, including 
churches & museums, the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village, Mundare 
and Vegreville and supporting many 
Ukrainian schools, dance Groups, 
choirs clubs, and publications. 

Don Koziak, 43, was born, raised 
and lived his entire life in 
Edmonton. 

He is married with children. 

Don graduated from Louis St. 
Laurent High School in 1981 and 
earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Engineering (Civil) from the Uni- 
versity of Alberta in 1985. 

He is a member of the Mensa 
Canada Society. 


UCAMA protests funding decision 


Cont. from Page 1 


those words, and I cannot believe 
that your government would, a few 
months later, turn its back entirely 
on a museum in Alberta which 
would tell the stories of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadians that have shaped not 
only Alberta but Canada. 

“UCAMA’s project is of great im- 
portance and outstanding merit, not 
only to Albertans but for all Cana- 
dians. To have our federal govern- 
ment summarily refuse support, 
when the Province of Alberta and 
the City of Edmonton have willingly 
and wholeheartedly endorsed the 
project, is simply unacceptable. It is 
a slap in the face to the over one 
million Canadians of Ukrainian ori- 
gin,” she added. 

Edmonton Mayor Stephen 
Mandel termed the federal 
government’s decision “frustrating”. 

“Tt should have been a slam dunk 


to get and I’m surprised they didn’t 
get it,” he told Ukrainian News. 

“Traditionally, when the Province 
and the City matches money, the 
feds step up to it. We’ re disappointed 
they didn’t do that,” he added. 

Mandel said he has discussed this 
issue with members of the 
government’s Edmonton caucus and 
plans to meet with them again in 
order to get answers. 

“T know that some of the guys in 
the federal caucus are very frus- 
trated. They don’t know how this 
happened. This should have been an 
easy, easy, program to support.” 

UCAMA has begun the develop- 
ment of its new facility on Jasper Av- 
enue with the signing of a contract 
with HIP Architects and David 
Murray Architect in January 2006. 

The new museum will cost $21 
million. An additional $5 million has 
been targeted for an endowment 


Last UPA commander dies 


(RFE/RL/Ukrinform)— Vasyl Kuk died on September 9 at the age of 


94, Ukrainian media reported. 


Kuk was the last commander of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) in 


1950-54. 


The ЮРА аз a combat force created by the Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists in western Ukraine during World War II to pursue the ideal of 


an independent Ukraine. 


It fought Soviet and Polish troops after the end-of World War II. 
“He was struggling for Ukraine until his last breath and was a personi- 


fication of Ukraine.... Ukraine’s faithful son, Vasyl Kuk, will forever stay 
in Our memory as a paragon of loyalty to the people and selfless service to 
our state,” President Viktor Yushchenko reportedly said in a letter to Kuk’s 
family and friends. 

Despite repeated attempts by UPA combatants, they have not been 
granted the status of war veterans that would make them equal with veter- 
ans of Soviet-led military formations. 

Kuk was born on January 11, 1913 in the village of Krasne, Lviv re- 
gion. He joined the Ukrainian Military Organization in 1929. His arrest 
from 1933 till 1936 was followed by an imprisonment. In May 1937, he 
became an underground UPA member. 

On June 30, 1941, Kuk participated in the proclamation of the Act of 
Revival of the Ukrainian State in Lviv and led a group to repeat the deed 
in Kyiv. The attempt was foiled by the aetivist’s arrest in the vicinity of 
the capital. Following his escape from Nazi captivity Kuk headed the 
branch of the OUN in Dnipropetrovsk. 

In 1944 Kuk became a close associate of UPA leader Roman Shukhevych 
and later on his deputy. After Shukhevych’s death in March 1950, Kuk 
took over his duties. 

(See also the Ukrainian-language stories on Page 4) 


fund to defray operational costs of 
the new facility. 

Along with the Province and City, 
the Koziak Family Foundation has 
donated $200,000 and Servus Credit 
Union has donated $100,000. 

The celebrated artist Peter 
Shostak has given $100,000 worth 
of his prints for sale in support of 
the building fund. 
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* Digital Hearing Aids 

* Repairs & Batteries 

* Custom Ear Protection 
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* WCB, DVA & AADL 


| 191, Londonderry Mall 


To make an appointment call: 
137 Ave. & 66 St. 


(780) 413-8833 


Re-Elect 
Dave Thiele 


City Councillor 
Ward 6 


Working for you, your family and your community to: 
_ provide more affordable and accessible housing 
_ improve social, recreational and cultural facilities 
_ reduce traffic congestion & improve public transit 
_ promote principled, Smart Growth development 
_ build safer communities 


nh: 490-4748 
www.davethiele.ca 
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS FOR NOMINATING 
US, FOUR YEARS IN A ROW, ONE OF THE TOP THREE 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, AND THE ONLY CREDIT 
UNION, FOR THE BEST BUSINESS AND SERVICE 
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| у 


VISIT US TODAY AND 
| EXPERIENCE OUR FRIENDLY AND | 
SUPERIOR SERVICE 


Для всіх ваших фінансових потреб, ласкаво просимо звертатися до нас! 


ARTHUR WARING СА, CIRP 


— чадо 


So-Use Credit Union 


Your financial institution today and tomorrow ™ 


CATEGORY. 


EVLA 


512 Bristol Rd. W. — Unit #1 
Mississauga, ON L5R 321 
(905) 568-9890 


1-800-322-9274 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

11 вересня на Львівщині, і у Львові 
зокрема, прощались з легендарним героєм, 
останнім провідником УПА Василем Ky— 
ком. В останню путь борця за незалежність 
України проводжали сотні його побратимів 
і звичайних людей. Було й багато молоді. 

Василь Кук народився 11 січня 1913 року 
в селі Красне на Золочівщині (на той час 
Тернопільське воєводство), у селянській 
ро-дині, З 1937 року перебував у підпіллі. 
Василя Кука називали «видатним конспі- 
ратором, ідеологом, пропагандистом укра-- 
їнського слова». 

Велику роль у становленні Василя Кука, 
як українського військового і громадського 
діяча відіграло навчання у Золочівській 
приватній класичній гімназії, директором 
якої був видатний український патріот, 
отець Микола Хмельовський. 

У своїй автобіографії Василь Кук напи-- 
сав: «Я став членом Юнацтва ОУН, наступ-- 
ного року - провідником Юнацтва ОУН у 
Золочівській гімназії та у повіті. З 1930 
року був членом Золочівського Проводу 
ОУН. В 1931-32 роках мав прямий зв'язок 
у Львові з членами Крайового проводу 
Ярославом Стецьком, Ярославом Crapy— 
хом. Доставляв нелегальну літературу на 
Волинь. У тому часі, мене, ще гімназиста, 
декілька разів затримувала польська полі - 
ція, але після двох діб арешту за браком 
доказів відпускали... У 1933 році мене було 
ув'язнено на півроку в Золочівську тюрму 
за поширювання листівок ОУН». 

У вересні Василя Кука звільнили, а в 
жовтні цього ж року знову арештували і 
засудили за антипольські акції на два роки. 
Степан Бандера високо цінив діяльність 
Василя Кука і призначив його членом Про- 
воду ОУН. Василь Кук був у числі актив- 
них учасників зборів 30 червня 1941 року 
у Львові, де проголосили Акт про віднов - 
лення Української держави. 

У Дніпропетровську 1943 року організу-- 
вали окрему групу керівних членів ОУН під 
керівництвом Василя Кука. Власне тут він 
зустрів свою любов Уляну Крюченко, яка 
стала його дружиною, і любов до цієї жінки 
він проніс через усе своє життя. Уляна 
Крюченко під час німецької окупації очо-- 
лювала Юнацтво ОУН у Дніпропетровську 


ї Василь Кук 


та області. 

У 1947 році на пропозицію Провідника 
ОУН Романа Шухевича його заступником 
на всіх посадах одноголосно обрано Василя 
Кука. A після смерті Романа Шухевича у 
березні 1950 року Василь Кук став Головою 
Проводу ОУН, Головним командиром 
УПА. 

Радянській владі вдалося заарештувати 
Василя Кука у 1954, радянський агент під- 
сипав йому снотворне. Микита Хрущов 
пропонував провести у Львові відкритий 
судовий процес над Василем Куком - із 
метою «разоблачения врагов украйнского 
народа». Хрущов наполягав на розстрілі. 
Однак МГБ України доводило, що страта 
дасть підстави західній пропаганді знову 
писати про збройну боротьбу в Західній 
Україні і посилить авторитет українських 
націоналістичних центрів у Мюнхені, й 
тому й просили Москву не пришвидшувати 
події, адже живий Кук політично був 
вигідніший, ніж мертвий. 

Василя Кука у 1960 році звільнили з 
ув'язнення, на волі опинилась і його дру-- 
жина. Серед тих, кого звільнили тоді, що-- 
правда дещо пізніше, був і патріарх Укра- 
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Василя Кука поховали У центрі рідного села 


їнської греко-католицької церкви Йосип 
Сліпий (звільнений у 1963 році). 

Василеві Куку «рекомендували» прожи-- 
вати у Києві, де над ним здійснювали пос- 
тійний нагляд. Він працював у Цент- 
ральному державному історичному архіві. 
Потім влаштувався на посаду рядового 
постачальника у комбінаті «Побутреклама, 
де й пропрацював до пенсії. 

Василь Кук - науковець, автор, співавтор 
низки праць про історію національно- 
визвольної боротьби, відстоював справед-- 
ливість щодо оцінки ОУН-УПА. Однак, так 
і не дочекався визнання УПА на 
державному рівні в незалежній Україні. 

Його побратими під час прощальної 
церемонії зауважили: 

- «Нам з цього приводу не прикро. Адже 
ми воювали за ідею, а не нагороди. 

- «Василь Кук відмовився від вищої 
нагороди держави 1 сказав, якщо не визнана 
моя армія, TO i я відмовляюсь від нагороди». 

Більшість соратників Василя Кука і 
львівська інтелігенція вважали, що остан-- 
ній провідник УПА мав би бути похований 
у Львові на Личаківському цвинтарі на 
Пантеоні Слави українських героїв, оскіль - 
ки такого пантеону ще не створено у Києві. 
Однак родина покійного наполягала на 
похованні Василя Кука в його рідному селі 
Красному, як він заповідав сам. Поховали 
Василя Кука не на цвинтарі, а у центрі села. 
Серед тих, хто відстоювали думку, щоб 
українського героя поховали на Лича- 
ківському цвинтарі було і подружжя полі- 
тичних в'язнів Ірина та Ігор Калинці. 

Ірина Калинець: «Очевидно, якби гене-- 
рал-хорунжий знав би, що у Львові є Пан-- 
теон, якби про це знали його діти (про те, 
що вони не знають, я дізналась в останній 
момент), то, звичайно, він би був похований 
у Львові. Але його бажання було бути по-- 
хованим у рідному селі до того часу, допоки 
ОУН-УПА не буде визнана i допоки Укра-- 
їна не стане такою, якою вона має бути. Він 
дуже хотів бути там, бо мріяв, щоб повер-- 


-нулися в Україну Степан Бандера 1 Євген 
Коновалець. Там, в селі, його могила стане 


символом, Наша мета - Пантеон україн-- 
ських героїв не у Львові, а в Києві». 

Вічная пам'ять великому борцеві Укр- 
аїни... 


Пам'яті Василя 
Кука — розмова 
з Радіо Свобода 


(Радіо Свобода) -Генерал-хорунжий, 
Головний Командир Української Пов- 
станської Армії у 1950-1954 роках, Василь 
Кук до останніх днів життя зберігав світлий 
розум та суспільну активність. На 94-річчя 
генерала на Радіо Свобода вийшла пів- 
годинна програма за його участю і сьогодні, 
віддаючи данину пам'яті командирові УПА, 
маємо змогу долучити до рядків біографії 
його власні свідчення. 

Василь Кук народився 11 січня 1913 року 
в селі Красному на Львівщині. Його 
світогляд українця-патріота, борця почав 
формуватися ще з дитинства під впливом 
«Пласту». 

Василь Кук: «Пласт зачав мене вчити 
ума-розуму: якщо ти хочеш щось здобути, 
ти мусиш мати сильну волю. Тоді ми читали 
такі речі, як Кіплінг, як Джек Лондон - 
отакі англійські переклади, де якраз пока- 
зували отих людей сильної волі. I ми звідти 
набиралися нового характеру: що ти здо- 
будеш собі сам, то будеш знати». 

Василь Кук зрозумів, що головним здо- 
бутком в його житті має стати вільна Укра- 
їна. З 1929 року він - член УВО, з 1930 - 
член проводу ОУН в Золочівському повіті. 
1933 року вступив до католицького універ- 
ситету в Любліні, але був заарештований 
за антипольські акції. Два роки, проведені 
у в'язниці, використав для агітації серед 
українських в'язнів. 

Василь Кук: «Основним підручником для 
вишколу був "Кобзар" Шевченка. Не Дон- 
цов, не щось інше, а "Кобзар" Шевченка! 
"Борітеся, поборете - вам Бог помагає!" 
Як тоді переконався, вся ідеологія націо- 
налізму, вона вся вкладається в Шевченка. 
На підставі одного Шевченка ви можете все 
те розкрити, всю цю національно-визволь- 
ну боротьбу». 

До кінця життя Василь Кук зберігав 
суспільну активність, уважно стежив за 
політичними ПОДІЯМИ, ЗОКрема и за допо- 
могою Інтернету. У своїх інтерв'ю часто 
підкреслював: рушійною силою життя й 
боротьби є любов - до ближніх, до Бать- 


ківщини, до свого народу. 
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Ukraine rejects Russian 
dioxin proposal 


Yushchenko says Moscow behind posioning 


(RFE/RL)— Ukraine has rejected 
a Russian proposal on how to deter- 
mine the origin of the dioxin used 
to poison President Viktor 
Yushchenko when he was a presi- 
dential candidate in 2004, AP re- 
ported on Sept. 19. 

Three other countries that produce 
the type of dioxin used — Great 
Britain, Canada, and the United 
States — have reportedly submitted 
samples to Ukraine for testing, but 
Russia has refused. 

This month Russia offered to test 
samples of its dioxin in Russia and 
report the results to Ukraine. 

The Ukrainian Prosecutor- 
General’s Office rejected this offer. 

“Under Ukrainian law, the tests 
will only be valid if they are con- 
ducted on Ukrainian territory,” Pros- 
ecutor-General’s Office spokesman 
Yuriy Boychenko said on Sept. 19. 

On Sept. 19, Yushchenko ex- 
pressed hope that the suspects will 
be deported from Russia to Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, former Security Ser- 
vice head Ihor Smeshko told RFE/ 
RL’s Ukrainian Service on Sept. 19 
that investigators working on the 
poisoning case have already missed 
their chance to prove that President 
Yushchenko was poisoned with di- 
oxin during a supper at the dacha of 
former Security Service deputy head 
Volodymyr Satsyuk. 

According to Ukrainian media, 
that version of the poisoning case is 
the most plausible for investigation, 
but Smeshko said the investigation 
into that scenario is now “dead- 
locked”. 

“Since February 2005 all the re- 
sources of the law-enforcement sys- 
tem have been oriented toward 


Rada convenes to discuss budget 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhoyna Rada on Sept. 20 gathered for a session to 
discuss a 2008 draft budget prepared by the cabinet of Prime Minister 


bringing this version to a logical 
end. But after a year, during which 
there were no legally authorized ex- 
aminations of the dioxin, it is im- 
possible to determine the time” 
when Yushchenko was initially poi- 
soned 

In comments on Sept.11 to report- 
ers in Dnipropetrovsk, in central 
Ukraine, Yushchenko said only three 
laboratories in the world produce 
dioxin, and that Ukraine has re- 
ceived samples from two of them. 

“Analyses of dioxin have been 
made from all laboratories in the 
world, except those in Russia. I be- 
lieve and hope that this research will 
also be done soon,” Yushchenko 
said. “The three people needed most 
for the investigation are currently in 
Russia. All our requests to the pros- 
ecutor-general to have these people 
appear in Ukrainian courts have 
gone unanswered, including one in 
December that I personally handed 
over, requesting the help of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.” 

Yushchenko said it is very easy 
to determine the origin of dioxin. 
The fact that Russia has not sent 
samples to be analyzed, he said, 
“limits the possibilities of the inves- 
tigation.” 

He added that Moscow has a 
moral obligation to cooperate. “A 
country cannot let an attempt on 
anyone’s life go unpunished, let 
alone on a presidential candidate. 
For both the country’s honor and 
tule of law, the investigation must 
be completed and people have a 
right to know who committed the 
crime,’ Yushchenko said. 

In separate newspaper interviews 


on Sept. 11 — with “The Times” of 


Viktor Yanukovych, Ukrainian media reported. 


The session, which is considered illegitimate by President Viktor 
Yushchenko and the opposition Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc and Our Ukraine, 
was attended by 260 lawmakers from the ruling coalition of the Party of 


Regions, the Socialist Party, and the Communist Party. 


The budget draft was presented by First Deputy Prime Minister Mykola 


Azarov. 


The previous day, Yushchenko condemned the parliamentary gathering 
as “free publicity” for pro-government forces “at the expense of the state 


budget” 


London and the French daily “Le 
Figaro” — Yushchenko stopped 
short of accusing Moscow of in- 
volvement, but said the attempt 
against his life was not the work of 
“private” individuals.. 

Yushchenko fell gravely ill in 
September 2004 during his pro- 
Western campaign for the Ukrainian 
presidency. 

He was rushed to a clinic in 
Vienna, where doctors determined 
he had ingested large quantities of 
the poison dioxin. Yushchenko sur- 
vived and eventually returned to 
Kyiv — his face horribly scarred by 
the poison — to defeat pro-Moscow 
candidate Viktor Yanukovych in a 
late December rerun of the first vote, 
which was deemed to have been 
rigged. The rerun was ordered by the 
country’s Supreme Court after 
weeks of Orange Revolution pro- 
tests. 

Yushchenko’s physical appear- 
ance has markedly improved since 
the poisoning. His face is still pock- 
marked but his skin seems to have 
healed considerably and no longer 
has a grayish-green hue. Describing 
his recovery to reporters in 
Dnipropetrovsk, Yushchenko said, 
“Given what has happened over the 
past three years, I have not really 
told anyone how difficult it has been 
for me simply to get up each morn- 
ing, or for how many months I have 
no longer been taking pain-killers 
and antibiotics — in short, the price 
I paid to remain among you.” 

Yushchenko has had to undergo 
regular treatment at a Swiss clinic 
to remove the dioxin from his body. 
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Yulia Tymoshenko campaigns in Chernihiv, Sept. 18 


Election rivals trade insults 


(RFE/RL)—Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, who heads the Party 
of Regions, told an election meeting in Vynnytsya on Sept. 18 that Yulia 
Tymoshenko in the post of prime minister in 2006 resembled a “cow on 
ice” to him, the “Ukrayinska pravda” website reported. 

“She knows how to skate on ice or to mold pots out of clay, but she does 
not know how to work with economy... [The Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc’s] 
social initiatives are sheer populism. They are not worried about political 
and economic stability. Populists should be prevented from coming to 
power,” Yanukovych said. 

“We are not surprised by the overtly loutish behavior of the leader of 
the Party of Regions,” the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc press service stated 
later the same day. 

“Nobody expected anything else from him. Incidentally, the entire coun- 
try knows that Yanukovych’s prison nickname was “Lout.’ This explains 
everything.” 

Yanukovych served two prison terms, convicted in 1967 to three years 
on charges pertaining to theft and robbery, and in 1970 to two years on 
charges pertaining to “infliction of bodily injuries of medium serious- 
ness.” 

He maintains that he was acquitted in 1978. 


PM rejects allegations 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych on Sept. 12 
rejected allegations that his government had helped a well-connected busi- 
nessman to acquire a stake in the country’s largest fossil burning power 
plant. 

Yanukovych responded to the allegations from opposition leaders ac- 
cusing the government of fixing the sale of the stake in DniproEnergo to 
Rinat Akhmetov, the wealthiest Ukrainian with assets in power, steel and 
coal mining sectors. 

Akhmetoy is the key financial sponsor of Yanukovych’s Regions Party. 
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71 am surprised by the position of such a serious force as the Party of 
Regions, which takes part in such amusements...and orchestrated shows. I 
would not like to see the Party of Regions participating in them, because it 
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is the party responsible for what is going on in the country,” he added. Oct 12 7:30 pm - Social Evening / Game 
- Light Lunch / Cash Bar Cost: 
e 
Yushchenko pushes his ‘team || 0ct13 | зо - Moteven / Panachyda Adults - $50.00 
9:15am - Registration / й 3 

(RFE/RL)— President Viktor Yushchenko on Sept. 15 called on Ukrai- Continental Breakfast Late Registration (After 
nian voters to cast ballots for the pro-presidential Our Ukraine-People’s 9:45 am - Opening / Greetings Oct. 5th) - $55.00 
Self-Defense bloc in the Sept. 30 early parliamentary polls, Ukrainian 10:00 am - Keynote Address - 
media reported. Rev. Taras Udod - "Celebratings our Youth - CYMK - $20.00 

“T ask you to support my team,” Yushchenko told an election gathering past, Reflectings on our Present, in Other youth - $25.00 
of some 10,000 people in Lviv. Yushchenko also said he believes in the order to envision our Future." 
creation of a cabinet by Our Ukraine-People’s Self-Defense and the Yulia 10:00 am - AUSRL Annual Meeting / 
Tymoshenko Bloc. CYMK Annual Meeting Contact: 

“T welcome and treasure the cooperation between Our Ukraine-People’s 11:30am - Lunch 
Self-Defense and the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc — it is a guarantee of our 12.30 pm - SUS Family Workshops & Report Oksana Ensslen: 
victory,” Yushchenko stressed. Group discussions to promote the 780.439.2443 

Yuriy Lutsenko, one of the leaders of Our Ukraine-People’s Self-De- future - We want to hear your issues і 
fense, assured the gathering in Lviv that “We have no other plans apart and ideas - Small group discussion Dr. Geraldine Nakonechny: 
see на РЕ я democratic coalition with our ally — the 3:00 pm - Provincial SUS Bowling Tournament 780.433.7064 

ulia Tymoshenko Bloc.” 

Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych оп Sept. 16 criticized Yushchenko || Oct 14 | 10:00 am - Church SERS 
for campaigning on the side of the Orange Revolution forces. “The con- 12:00 noon - Thanksgiving Dinner 


stitution does not allow him to campaign for any party,’ Yanukovych noted. 
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Harper Tories give 
us “figu z makom” 


Ever since the late John George Diefenbaker rode out of Saskatchewan 
to take Ottawa by storm, 50 years ago, the Ukrainian Canadian commu- 
nity has been very loyal to the Conservative party. 

Over the years they stuck through thick and thin with Stanfield, Clark, 
Mulroney and now Harper. In Mulroney’s case, he was recently fawned 
over at a gala event organized by both the State of Ukraine and the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress. 

And what do we get from the federal Tories in return? The Ukrainian 
term 15 “figu 7 makom’’, literally a fig with poppy seeds, but colloquially 
meaning — zilch, nada, bupkis. 

Over its brief 18 months in office, Canada’s ““New Government” has 
shown a remarkable disdain for our community. 

First there was the Internment issue. The “New Government” arbitrarily 
decided to initiate the Community Historical Recognition Program (CHRP) 
and National Historical Recognition Program (NHRP) to replace the former 
government’s Acknowledgement, Commemoration, and Education (ACE) 
program without consulting our community. Through this they took away 
the right to dispense redress funds from the Taras Shevchenko Foundation 
(as had been agreed upon with the previous government), giving it to the 
bureaucrats who had been trying to scuttle the agreement since Day 1, and 
reduced the amount allocated to the Ukrainian community from $12.5 
million to $2.5 million. They swear up and down that there never was a 
$12.5 million allocation put on paper (that’s only a figment of that liar, 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj’s, fertile imagination), but hold out the option that 
they may up the $2.5 million by a couple of bucks. However, despite all 
the promises to negotiate with the Ukrainian community in good faith, no 
meeting has been held since February 16. 

Second, Denaturalization and Deportation. During the 2006 campaign 
the Conservatives promised to change the Citizenship Act in order to make 
the citizenship revocation process compliant with the Charter of Rights and 
prevent the civil liberties abuses that have been inflicted upon aging Ukrai- 
nian Canadians under the existing legislation. Upon coming to office, they 
not only put those changes on the backburner, but began implementing the 
unconstitutional powers the existing act allows them to exercise. 

Third, Commemoration of the Holodomor. A Private Member’s Bill 
calling upon the government to set aside the fourth Saturday of November 
as a day of commemoration of the 1932-1933 Famine-Genocide in Ukraine 
was introduced in parliament prior to the summer recess. But, because 
again it was that scoundrel Wrzesnewskyj at work, the Tories denied unani- 
mous approval. So they have their own bill proposed by James Bezan 
before the House. The House does not resume sitting until October 17. 
The official commemoration of the 75" anniversary of the Holodomor 
begins November 24. Will parliament pass a bill honouring the 7 million 
victims of this crime against humanity in time for this major anniversary? 
We'll just have to wait and see. 

And now, we are told, the new building for the Ukrainian Canadian 
Archives and Museum of Alberta is judged “not to be a sufficiently high 
priority to receive a contribution” even though both the Province of Alberta 
and the City of Edmonton each committed $3 million and Ukrainian pio- 
neers cleared enough land in Western Canada to constitute a “Regional 
Founding Nation”. However, the Asper family museum in Winnipeg gets 
$100 million although many ethnic groups do not consider it inclusive 
enough when it comes to presenting the crimes against humanity that have 
occurred in world history in an equitable way. 

When one examines how our community has been treated in all these 
cases, one comes up with the obvious conclusion that this “New Govern- 
ment” doesn’t give a hoot about Ukrainian Canadians. 

We do acknowledge that we have our supporters in the Conservative 
Caucus and in the Conservative Party and we do respect them. But, we 
must assume, the powers that be, don’t consider their voices very seri- 
ously either. Maybe it’s time our friends in the Conservative Party of 
Canada got a lot more vocal in letting the key decision makers know how 
seriously they are alienating our community. 
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Danger points and the undecided 


vote: Ukraine 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 

As Ukraine nears the September election voters are 
splitting three ways: one third favours the Orange forces 
led by Yulia Tymoshenko’s Bloc; one third supports 
Prime Minister Victor Yanukovych and his Party of Re- 
gions; and the rest won't say. 

Who will win? That depends on the undecided vote 
and its view of front runners like the Party of Regions. 
After 18 months of parliamentary power it reaps the 
benefits of office. The Prime Minister has projected a 
respectable image shedding the somewhat bumbling, 
goon-like one from the presidential elections of 2004. 
Ukraine’s robust economy favours him as well. For- 
eign investments have surpassed five million dollars, 
almost three times the 2003 figures. 

For western minded Ukrainians his negatives include 
a wobbly stand on NATO and charges of corruption. 
To them, the most dangerous aspect of his candidature 
lie in taped messages from a secret meeting last month 
with Russia’s President Vladimir Putin. Realnaya 
Polityka, a Russian website, reported that among oth- 
ers, the two leaders agreed that Ukraine’s state language 
should be Russian; Ukraine will guarantee Russia’s 
energy passage to Europe; they will work on a new 
global pan-Slavism strategy; and, according to Putin 
“things will not change in Ukraine... Yanukovych will 
be Prime Minister.” 

Whether the tape is real or not is a moot point: the 
issues are real. The danger to Ukraine’s free election is 
Russia’s determination to control it through the Party 
of Regions regardless of Ukraine’s national will. Why? 
Because Russia needs Ukraine for its energy domi- 
nance, as a global counterweight to the United States 
and the West, and for Ukraine’s strategic attributes both 
geographic — proximity to Europe, the Black Sea, and 
economic — agriculture, metallurgy, space industry. 
Its empire-building strategies depend on it. 

The alternative to Yanukovych is Yulia Tymoshenko’s 
Bloc united with other Orange parties and supported 
by 1/3 of the electorate and making headway. Her sup- 
port has grown steadily since being dismissed as Prime 
Minister by President Yushchenko in the post Orange 
Revolution government. It surged after he signed a unity 
document with Yanukovych, called him to form a gov- 
ernment, and had his Our Ukraine Party serve in his 
cabinet. Yulia, as she is popularly called, went into 
opposition, the lone standard bearer of the Orange 
Revolution values until other Orange parties saw the 
writing on the wall and joined her. She articulates 
Ukraine’s national aspirations and couples them with 
good-for-Ukraine economic policies like promising to 
re-privatize Renat Akchmetov’s — on Fortune’s rich- 
est list — recently purchased state energy property. 
(She’s already made him return a steel plant, reselling 
it at many times his price, to bring some 4 billion dol- 
lars into Ukraine’s coffers.) The people love this sort 
of justice. 

She is seen by the pro-west minded electorate, to 
whom cozying up to Russia reminds of years of terror, 
economic deprivation and the Gulag, as its champion. 
To her credit, she has cobbled a rapprochement among 
the Orange forces — Our Ukraine and Yurij Lutsenko’s 
Peoples Self Defence party. She achieved similar unity 
during the Orange Revolution only to see President 
Yushchenko, to whom she handed power, turn on her. 
Many of the undecided voters must be wondering 
whether there is a snake in the Orange grass once again. 

There might well be. It’s hard to believe that Russia 
will let her, and the west, win outright. Here are some 
of the dangers facing her victory. 

In previous Ukrainian elections fraud occurred at all 
three levels of voting, the most blatant in 2004 at the 


elections 2007 


Central Elections Commission where Yanukovych sup- 
porters introduced false results into the computer to 
give him a slight win. This precipitated the Orange 
Revolution. 

At the local poll station level dead people’s names, 
mertvi dushi, have appeared on voters lists; corrupt elec- 
tion official have been video taped adding rolls of bal- 
lots during the count and military academy command- 
ers have insisted students show marked ballots before 
depositing them in urns. Now, there are complaints that 
the electoral lists vary by about as much as 20 % from 
the previous year. Is the accusation real or not? Either 
way, it can be used to trip the election. 

Any transfer of ballots is open to abuse. Concerns 
about house voting, where election urns are carried to 
the sick, need attention. Moving hundreds of sacks of 
ballots and documents from local voting stations to 
regional centres is opportunity for massive falsifica- 
tion. Election observers need to be trained and the elec- 
torate assured that there are checks throughout the sys- 
tem preventing fraud. 

Punishment of corrupt officials could be a serious 
deterrent. However, during the last election there was 
only one television advertisement showing that elec- 
tion law violation — threats of job dismissal for not 
voting as told — is punishable in jail. The real mes- 
sage to offenders lies elsewhere: Serhij Kivalov, the 
dismissed Chief of Ukraine’s Central Election Com- 
mission, went unpunished for running two fraudulent 
presidential elections. Instead, he was appointed Head 
of the Odesa University’s law department. He was a 
leading member, Party of Regions, in the last parlia- 
ment and is running for office again. 

However, the ultimate election sabotage could hap- 
pen after the vote, a trip up like the one the Orange 
forces experienced after their slight win in the last par- 
liamentary elections: they were prevented from taking 
office for months by which time some of their parlia- 
mentarians crossed over to the Yanukovych side. It 
could happen again—threat of life, for example or cor- 
ruption. It is said that the price for switching sides in 
the last election surpassed a million dollars. The evi- 
dence was there — in the fancy cars, the giant Rolexes 
and snappy Savoy Row suits some parliamentarians 
suddenly boasted. 

How to prevent this? The best enforcer of electoral 
law has been Ukraine’s free press. After the sign Іап- 
guage interpreter said she would no longer spout the 
lies of the anti-Orange forces in the 2004 election, the 
confidence of and trust in the media has been growing. 
It needs to keep up the pressure on politicians; keep 
them honest. Make them provide assurances that dur- 
ing the transition period Ukraine’s wealth is protected 
from raiders; that positions are not being offered to pals 
or ubi druzi. The media needs to keep asking the hard 
questions. Will the Orange coalition hold? Will parlia- 
mentarians switch parties? Who will comprise cabi- 
net? Will there be grand victory celebrations abroad 
like there were before or will the new government get 
down to the business of governing? 

The post election transition period is ripe with op- 
portunities for Russia’s Putin to make a power play 
should Yulia and the Orange forces win. The months of 
shenanigans following the last parliamentary elections 
support that. They allowed Russia to place its people in 
high offices and grab control of such crucial sectors as 
energy. Equally important, the post election chaos de- 
moralized much of Ukraine’s electorate — the one third 
which is controlling the outcome of this election. 
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn is the President of U*CAN, a 
consulting firm specializing in relations with Ukraine, 
and a commentator. 


UCC prepares for year-long 
commemoration of the Holodomor 


(UCC National) — Preparations are underway to com- 
memorate the 75"" anniversary of the 1932-33 Famine 
in Ukraine — the Holodomor-Genocide. The Ukrai- 
nian World Congress, through its International 
Holodomor Committee, has successfully engaged the 
Presidential Administration of Ukraine as well as 
Ukraine’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs in the develop- 
ment of an international strategy to mark this tragic 
moment in history. The year-long commemoration will 
begin this year on Nov. 24 and culminate at the end of 
November, 2008. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress Holodomor Com- 
mittee is developing a national strategy of commemo- 


ration for the Ukrainian community in Canada to 
complement the international plan. This detailed plan 
will be released over the coming weeks. UCC 
Branches, Provincial Councils and member organiza- 
tions are also encouraged to plan local and provincial 
commemorative events throughout the coming year. 
With the motto “Ukraine remembers! The world rec- 
ognizes!”, our goals will be to raise awareness among 
Canadians of this period in history, which has yet to be 
accurately documented in the history books, and en- 
sure that all levels of Canadian government recognize 
the Holodomor as an act of genocide. It is our respon- 
sibility to ensure that history does not repeat itself. 
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Trends апа polls reveal shifting voter preference 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)— Ukraine’s раг- 
liamentary elections on Sept. 30 are unlikely 
to bring overwhelming victories for either the 
“orange” camp of Our Ukraine-Self Defense 
and the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc or the “blue” 
camp of the Party of Regions. 

Ukraine’s regional and linguistic divide 
makes such a landslide unlikely; instead, both 
camps will remain in the 45-55% range. Nev- 
ertheless, there are trends that do reflect 
changes in electoral geography and voter in- 
tentions. 

Ukraine’s regionalism means that no po- 
litical force has country-wide support. Thus 
the winning side in a Ukrainian election is 
unable to put the other side out of business, 
making it impossible to institute an autocracy. 

A narrow win for either camp precludes the 
formation of a huge parliamentary majority. 
In addition, the defeated camp will be in a 
position to establish a powerful opposition 
bloc with, at a minimum, 45% of the seats in 
parliament. 

As thresholds make it more difficult for 
many parties to win seats in parliament, the 
political field has consolidated into a limited 
number of parties and blocs. Twenty parties 
and blocs are registered this year, down from 
45 in 2006. Ukraine’s 3% threshold for par- 
ties and blocs to enter parliament is the low- 
est in Europe and Eurasia. Nevertheless, it has 
not led to a large influx of small parties into 


parliament. Eight groups received seats in 
1998, six groups in 2002, and only five last 
year. 

Left-leaning parties, which dominated poli- 
tics in the 1990s, have dwindled and only the 
Communist Party (KPU) is likely enter par- 
liament this fall. The Socialist Party (SPU), 
won four parliamentary elections between 
1994-2006, but its current popularity stands 
at 1-2%. The KPU has fallen from 24.65% in 
1998 to 3.66% last year. Support for the far- 
left Progressive Socialist Party, which last 
won a seat 1998, has declined to less than 2%. 

The 2007 elections are also changing 
Ukraine’s electoral geography. The Yulia 
Tymoshenko bloc (BYuT), which came sec- 
ond in a majority of eastern and southern 
Ukrainian districts in 2006, is replacing the 
left as a viable alternative to the Party of Re- 
gions in these districts. 

The Party of Regions will likely still take 
first place in eastern and southern Ukrainian 
districts, but by a smaller margin and there- 
fore taking fewer seats than in last year’s elec- 
tions. BYuT is particularly growing in 
Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk, and even the 
Crimea. After Tymoshenko’s rally in Kharkiv 
earlier this month, one poll gave BYuT a паг- 
row lead over the Party of Regions in that key 
oblast. 

Our Ukraine-Self Defense (NUNS) remains 
unable to break out of its western Ukrainian 
base, and polls show that it has barely im- 


The dangers of a dirty campaign 


By Peter Dickinson, Business Ukraine 

Politics is not the oldest profession in the 
world — but it’s certainly the dirtiest and there 
are few countries that can compete with 
Ukraine when it comes to barefaced lies, 
skullduggery and subterfuge. When commen- 
tators predicted that the current election cam- 
paign might well be the dirtiest ever, it should 
have set alarm bells ringing. Those predic- 
tions have so far proved somewhat pessimis- 
tic but not wholly unfounded, and as the cam- 
paign approaches the final frenzied three 
weeks we can expect an escalation in the dirty 
war being waged in the country’s backstreets, 
polling stations and courthouses. 

So far the election 2007 role of dishonour 
reads like a textbook example of voter ma- 
nipulation in a post-Soviet managed democ- 
racy. Opposition parties have been denied the 
chance to register over minor technicalities, 
manufactured divisions have been engineered 
in democratic blocs, localised intimidation 
tactics have been used against opposition ac- 
tivists, apparent disinformation about oppo- 
sition plans to fix the vote and create disorder 
has been systematically fed to the media and 
paid goons have been employed to damage 
or deface opposition campaign posters. The 
voters, meanwhile, have been promised huge 
amounts of money from the government and 
generally told that all is well. 

Against this worrying backdrop the long 
since dismissed parliament continues to sit in 
defiance of all legal and constitutional prece- 
dent, raising fears that it is аїреаду set on a 
course of headlong collision with any renewed 
orange coalition following the elections. 

It is not all bad, however. News that а grand 
total of four major court challenges have al- 
ready been launched against the Central Elec- 
tion Commission is an alarming reflection of 
the political bias of that particular institution, 
but the fact that three of these cases have 
found in favour of the plaintiff is cause for 
renewed hope in the deeply discredited Ukrai- 
nian judiciary. 

Likewise the Ukrainian media is currently 
a ray of democratic sunshine brightening the 
electoral gloom — news coverage has so far 

been fairly even-handed with editors literally 
falling over themselves to make sure every- 
one gets their share of exposure. 

This is all a far ery from the last openly 
manipulated campaign of 2004, when the 
mass media was a government monopoly and 
state censorship reached such levels that it 
helped propel the population out into the 
streets in their hundreds of thousands. Nor will 
we ever witness vote-rigging as brazen as the 


coach convoys of Donbas multi-voters and 
100% pro-government home votes of 2004. 

The danger now is that with power in 
Ukraine currently split on a regional level 
between a number of political forces and all 
the leading parties able to call upon the kind 
of administrative resources that make mass 
falsification possible, we could be about to 
see democracy undermined by widespread 
cynicism and popular rejection just as it is 
starting to take root. 

The only defence against this threat is eter- 
nal vigilance on the part of the individual po- 
litical parties, pro-democracy activists and the 
country’s independent media. 

Back in 2004 the unrelenting glare of the 
international media spotlight did much to 
force the authorities to back down and effec- 
tively disown their own efforts to steal the 
presidential vote, paving the way for 
Ukraine’s great democratic breakthrough. 

In the intervening years the international ap- 
petite for democracy-building has waned sig- 
nificantly, but luckily the country can call 
upon an army of civil society volunteers who 
received their baptisms of fire in the run-up 
to the Orange Revolution or earned their spurs 
fighting for democracy throughout the long, 
dark years of the Kuchma regime. This com- 
mitted and growing section of society can be 
relied upon to provide excellent election ob- 
servation teams and support the rights of in- 
dividual Ukrainians who find themselves in- 
explicably removed from voter lists or other- 
wise disenfranchised come Sept. 30. 

Ukraine can also count on a battalion of in- 
ternational observers for the coming parlia- 
mentary vote, but ultimately the survival of 
the country’s democracy cannot be safe- 
guarded by foreign intervention alone, and as 
well as civil society enthusiasts the process 
requires the support of the rival political clans 
if it is to succeed. 

In theory Ukraine’s well-established politi- 
cal parties will serve to safeguard each other’s 
electoral rights via a process of mutual moni- 
toring, so the country’s democratic system 
should come though this latest test relatively 
unscathed and perhaps stronger than ever, de- 

spite the bumpy ride. 

However, fears remain that some of the 
parties participating have no real commitment 
to the democratic process and see their inter- 
ests as best served by deliberate attempts to 
sabotage it once the day of the big vote ar- 
rives. If such allegations are proved accurate, 
then the pro-democracy sentiment of the 
Ukrainian people will be put to its most se- 
vere test yet. 


proved on last year’s poor performance of 
14%. 

The Party of Regions leads in all polls, but 
this does not guarantee that it will head a 
majority coalition and government. Three out 
of four recent polls show the two orange 
forces beating the Party of Regions. Still-un- 
decided voters tend to be from the orange 
camp and they could still improve orange re- 
sults. 

Polls show a narrowing gap between the 
Party of Regions and BYuT, which finished 
first and second last year, respectively. The 
Kyiv-based Concorde Capital reported that 
the Party of Regions has 26-28% and BYuT 
20-26%. The gap between them last year was 
10% and is now narrowing to 5-7%. A poll 
by the T. Shevchenko Political and Sociologi- 
cal Institute gave only a 1% lead to the Party 
of Regions over BYuT. Therefore, Ukrainian 
analysts believe Yulia Tymoshenko is poised 
to head of the next government. 

Polls show that three political forces will 
enter parliament: Party of Regions, NUNS, 
and BYuT. They may be joined by the KPU 
and former speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn’s bloc. 

But should a fifth political force enter par- 
lament it would prevent the Party of Regions 
from increasing from its current 186 seats to 
half of the seats (225) available. It would be 
in the Party of Regions’ interest for fewer par- 
ties and blocs to enter parliament, leaving 
more seats to be distributed via the propor- 


tional system. 

The Lytvyn bloc and BYuT are likely to 
pick up disaffected SPU voters in central 
Ukraine. The SPU has lost voters after it de- 
fected from the orange camp in summer 2006 
and joined the Party of Regions and KPU in 
the Anti-Crisis coalition and the government 
of Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych. 

After the 2006 elections the SPU held a 
swing vote, enabling the creation of а coali- 
tion not dominated by the orange (Our 
Ukraine, BYuT) or blue (Party of Regions, 
KPU) camps. 

The Lytvyn bloc could again be the spoiler 
this year. The bloc’s allegiances remain un- 
clear. Lytvyn was head of the presidential ad- 
ministration from 1999-2002 and headed the 
pro-Leonid Kuchma “For a United Ukraine 
bloc” in 2002. During the 2004 elections and 
Orange Revolution Lytvyn sat on the fence 
and maintained good relations with both the 
orange and blue camps. As speaker, Lytvyn 
kept parliament open and facilitated the mo- 
tion that declared Yanukovych the winner. 
While President Viktor Yushchenko and his 
business allies have always had good relations 
with Lytvyn, relations with BYuT are poor. 
Therefore, the Lytvyn bloc could be courted 
by both the Party of Regions and NUNS. 

This year’s elections are likely to give the 
orange camp its second slim majority. Time 
will tell if they again fail to use it, as they did 
last year. 


PRU challenges president 
with referendum plan 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)— The Party of Re- 
gions (PRU), led by Ukrainian Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Yanukovych, has come up with a 
plan for a referendum touching on the sensi- 
tive issues of language, NATO membership, 
and local governance. The party’s rivals have 
been skeptical about the referendum: Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko has rejected it, and 
there is apparently no unity on the referen- 
dum even within the PRU. A referendum cam- 
paign, however, may help the PRU mobilize 
its electorate ahead of the early parliamen- 
tary election scheduled for Sept. 30. 

Borys Kolesnikoy, the leader of the PRU’s 
election campaign headquarters, announced 
the start of a campaign to organize the refer- 
endum, addressing a press conference in Kyiv 
on Sept. 5. He said Ukrainians will be asked 
to decide whether Russian should be a sec- 
ond official language, along with Ukrainian; 
whether the regional governors and heads of 
districts within regions should be popularly 
elected rather than appointed by the president, 
as is now; and whether Ukraine should pre- 
serve its non-aligned status. The last question 
is clearly about NATO membership, of which 
the PRU has been less than enthusiastic. 

Kolesnikov admitted that organizing a ref- 
erendum in Ukraine is a very complex pro- 
cess. It requires the collection of at least three 
million signatures and approval by parliament, 
the president, and the Constitutional Court. 
He, however, optimistically estimated that it 
should be possible for the PRU to organize 
the referendum within 60-75 days, which 
would be after the parliamentary election, but 
before the end of 2007. 

The PRU is apparently confident that the 
referendum will be a success. Popular support 
for NATO membership in Ukraine has hardly 
ever been higher than 25-30%; various polls 
show that about half of Ukrainians or more 
are in favor of raising the status of the Rus- 
sian language; and the idea of electing gover- 
nors should not be rejected by the people. 

Yushchenko has warned that the issues 
raised by the PRU are too sensitive and ac- 
cused the PRU of trying to destabilize Ukraine 
by calling the referendum. Yushchenko’s 
negative reaction was predictable, as the goals 
pursued by the referendum contradict the 
goals he has been pursuing as president. 
Yushchenko’s vision of Ukraine is that of a 
NATO member, and a monolingual state with 
strong presidential power, where he handpicks 
regional governors. 


Yushchenko’s key ally, the Yulia Tymos- 
henko Bloc (BYuT), also rejected the PRU- 
proposed referendum. Oleksandr Turchynov, 
Tymoshenko’s right-hand man, said this was 
“a dangerous election campaign trick,” “di- 
visive for this country and its people.” He 
noted that the PRU, although it has been in 
power for more than a year, it had waited un- 
til now to raise the issues of the Russian lan- 
guage and NATO. 

The Socialists, the key allies of the PRU in 
the outgoing parliament, have been rather 
skeptical about the referendum proposal. In- 
terior Minister Vasyl Tsushko, who is num- 
ber two on the Socialists’ election list, called 
it “political bluff” and said that it is “unlikely 
to be held.” There is no unity even within PRU 
ranks. Taras Chornovil, one of the PRU’s un- 
official spokespersons, told RFE/RL that the 
language issue should be probably dropped 
from the referendum, as it is too divisive. Jus- 
tice Minister Oleksandr Lavrynovych, who 
runs on the PRU’s list in the election, noted 
that any initiative to hold a referendum is du- 
bious because the Ukrainian referendum leg- 
islation is very imperfect. 

The referendum can be only non-binding, 
as the implementation of its results would re- 
quire new amendments to the constitution, 
Yuriy Myroshnychenko, head of the PRU’s 
legal service, admitted. Amending the con- 
stitution requires 300 votes “in favor” in the 
450-seat Ukrainian legislature, which the 
PRU and its allies will hardly command after 
the election. Nevertheless, the PRU launched 
a signature campaign for the referendum on 
Sept. 7, simultaneously in Kyiv and several 
of Ukraine’s largest cities, where the Russian 
language dominates, NATO is unpopular, and 
Yushchenko is not liked: Donetsk, Kharkiv, 
Simferopol, Odesa, and Poltava. 

By launching the referendum campaign, the 
PRU mobilizes its electorate ahead of the Sept. 
30 vote, most of whom are Russian-speaking 
and wary of NATO membership. At the same 
time, it weakens the PRU’s possible allies in 
the next parliament, the Communists and the 
radical leftist Progressive Socialists, who com- 
pete for the like-minded electorate in the east 
and south of Ukraine. The PRU’s referendum 
initiative may also spoil the campaign for the 
BYuT, overshadowing the B YuT’s own refer- 
endum initiative on changing the constitution. 
Compared to the PRU’s simple questions on 
highly controversial matters, the В YuT’s con- 
stitutional ideas may be too abstract and diffi- 
cult for an ordinary voter to grasp. 


UCC-APC 
to honour 
community leaders 


(UCC — APC)—Oct., 7 the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Alberta 
Provincial Council will be hosting the 7" Annual Hetman Awards Gala. 
Developed to recognize members of the Ukrainian community in Alberta 
who dedicate their time and expertise for the benefit of our community, 
this year UCC-APC has planned the event to focus more on our recipients 
rather than having a guest speaker. 

Guests attending the gala will be greeted by young kozaky, who will 
set the tone for the evening. After the initial reception, the focus of the 
evening will be on the 9 recipients of the 2007 Hetman Awards. In keep- 
ing with the intent of this event, this year the program will revolve around 
the recipients as presented by the individuals and organizations who nomi- 
nated them, along with a few surprise performances. 

Historically, a Hetman was the head of the Ukrainian State and carried 
significant responsibilities and powers with that title. Our Hetman Award 
Recipients are leaders in our community but more often than not, they 
take on this responsibility with much humility and do not receive the rec- 
ognition they so rightly deserve. 

We invite the community to join us in providing this much deserved 
recognition, to say ‘thank you’, and to recognize the contributions of these 
“Hetmany’. 

Recipients at the Oct. 7 Gala will be: Wasyl Bahniuk (posthumously), 
Edward Chmilar, Rena Hanchuk, Susanna Lynn, Krystal McCormick, 
Matusia Shysh, Fiona Frances Tarnowetz, Leo Zalucky and John Zinchuk. 
These individuals are being recognized for their work in organizations 
which represent a wide spectrum of our community in Alberta. 

In addition, this year UCC-APC will be recognizing 2 outstanding in- 
dividuals in our community for their daily work in the area of communi- 
cations. Roman Brytan and Marco Levytsky are both recognizing 25 years 
this year in their respective roles, Roman at World FM Radio and the 
“Radiozhurnal” daily Ukrainian program, and Marco at Ukrainian News. 
Unquestionably, both the radio program and this newspaper provide our 
community with much needed information, news and profile. There are 
few individuals who would commit their career to ethnic media of any 
sort and both Roman and Marco have done so very professionally and to 
the benefit of our entire Ukrainian community. 

We encourage members of the community to attend the Hetman Awards 
Gala to show your support of all the individuals receiving awards and to 
all the volunteers who help us keep our community active, unique and 
vibrant. Our community was built on and by volunteerism and we need to 
recognize the efforts of those who work for the benefit of us all. 

Tickets for the Hetman Awards Gala are $75.00 for adults and includes 
a $35.00 tax receipt with proceeds going to support the work and pro- 
grams of UCC-APC. Youth tickets are $40.00 for individuals up to the 

age of 30. They can be purchased at the UCC-APC office- 780-414-1624, 
#8, 8103 — 127 Avenue in Edmonton, or by email at uccab@telusplanet net. 


The 7th Annual 
Hetman Awards Banquet 


Sunday, October 7, 2007 


St. John's Cultural Centre 
10611 - 110 ‘Avenue 
Edmonton 


To reserve tickets, please contact the UCC-APC ee 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Alberta Provincial Council 
#8, 8103 - 127 Avenue, Edmonton, AB TSC тво 
Phone: (780) 414-1624 Fax: (780) 414-1626 
Email: info@uccab.ca Website: www.uccab.ca 


Special Hetman Awards to 
Roman Brytan & Marco Levytsky 
Proceeds in support of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Alberta Provincial Council 
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EU: Form government 
soon after elections 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The European Union told 
Ukraine Sept. 14 to quickly form a government after 
the Sept. 30 election and to focus on economic and 
political reforms needed for boosting cooperation with 
the 27-nation bloc. 

A high-ranking European delegation visited Kyiv for 
a bilateral summit two weeks before the vote, which is 
supposed to resolve the sharp political crisis that has 
been plaguing Ukraine for the past six months. 

The crisis was caused by increasing confrontation 
between pro-Western president and the Moscow- 
friendly prime minister that had struggled for control 
over the country’s foreign policy. 

“Tt is important to achieve stability so that Ukraine 
can concentrate its energy and efforts on reforms, both 
economic and political,’ EU Commission President 
Jose Manuel Barroso told a news conference after sum- 
mit talks with Ukrainian leaders. 

“We are certain that after the election we will have 
successful cooperation with Ukraine in order to help 
Ukraine consolidate and intensify its progress,” he said. 

President Viktor Yushchenko and Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovych, whose rival parties will be bat- 
tling for victory at the snap election, both attended the 
summit. 

The EU’s urge to quickly form the government after 
the election underscores concerns within the bloc that 
the process may be again stalled for months. 

Last year, pro-Western parties held unsuccessful talks 
for five months after the March 26 election, which even- 
tually led to the creation of the pro-Russian coalition 
that had challenged Yushchenko. 

Yushchenko, reacting to those concerns, assured EU 
leaders on Sept. 14 that the government will be formed 
quickly and will take on the most important reforms. 


“There is no technical problem in forming the ma- 
jority and the government,” Yushchenko said. “I am 
convinced that these things will be done quickly, based 
on political results of the election.” 

Shortly afterwards, Viktor Baloha, Yushchenko’ chief 
of staff, who has been also managing campaign for Our 
Ukraine-People’s Self-defense group, issued a state- 
ment saying parties will need “several hours” to form 
the pro-Western government. 

“The entire procedure will take several hours, not 
more, and the newly formed government will start its 
work,” Baloha said citing opinion polls suggesting that 
pro-Western groups will win majority of seats in Par- 
liament. 

“It is being forecast with confidence that Our 
Ukraine-People’s Self-defense and the Yulia 
Tymoshenko Bloc will win the majority of votes,” 
Baloha said. 

The latest opinion poll conducted by Democratic Ini- 
tiatives and Ukrainian Sociology Service and released 
Sept. 14, showed that pro-Western parties may actu- 
ally outperform the pro-Russian ones. 

Yanukovych’s Regions Party was backed by 34.7% 
of respondents that were likely to got to polling sta- 
tions, followed by former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko’s Bloc’s 25.7% and by Yushchenko’s Our 
Ukraine-People’s Self-defense’s 11.9%, according to 
the poll. 

The centrist group led by former Parliamentary 
Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn would score 3.3% and the 
pro-Moscow Communist Party would score 2.7%, ac- 
cording to the poll. 

The poll was conducted among 2,012 respondents 
across Ukraine between Sept. 1 and Sept. 10 with mar- 
gin of error at 2.2%, according to the agencies. 


EU wants to deepen cooperation 


(RFE/RL)—EU foreign policy chief Javier Solana 
says the European Union would like to continue dis- 
cussions with the leaders of Ukraine in order to deepen 
ties with the country. 

Solana spoke to RFE/RL Ukrainian Service corre- 
spondent Natalia Vikulina in Brussels on the eve of an 
EU-Ukraine meeting in Kyiv on Sept. 14. 

“For us, this summit is important,” Solana said, “be- 
cause Ukraine is a very important partner, and we want 
to deepen our relationship with your country.” 

Solana said there were still elements of the relation- 
ship that are open for discussion — for instance trade, 
which he said partly depends on Ukraine’s expected 


accession to the World Trade Organization. 

Enthusiasm for further enlargement is currently at a 
low in the EU. 

At a meeting bringing together the members of the 
EU’s European Neighborhood Policy (ENP) in early 
September, the focus was on economic integration, 
energy cooperation, and increased travel and work op- 
portunities, rather than prospects for membership. 
Ukraine has objected to involvement in the ENP, say- 
ing it seeks full-fledged membership in the BU. 

Ukraine’s ambassador to the EU, Roman Shpek, has 
said that the bloc’s flagship foreign policy instrument 
remains “inadequate” for his country. 


Ukraine lacks 


‘political will’ 


to solve Gongadze case 


(RFE/RL) — Ukrainian authorities don’t have the po- 
litical will to investigate the case of murdered journal- 
ist Heorhiy Gongadze, according to a new report by 
the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ). 

The report was presented Sept. 12 in Kyiv by Simon 
Pirani, an IFJ representative. Pirani said that a change 
of investigators has resulted in a deterioration of the 
probe. 

Gongadze, an investigative journalist whose articles 
often targeted the administration of former President 
Leonid Kuchma, disappeared in September 2000. His 
decapitated body was discovered in a forest near Kyiv 
shortly thereafter, 

His widow, Myroslava Gongadze, said Sept. 12 that 
the investigation has been deadlocked for the last year. 
“T was always dissatisfied with the process of the in- 
vestigation. Sure, I wanted [them] to do a lot more,” 
she said. 

“Nevertheless, there were people who could at least 
have passed the parts of the case to the court, and it 
was crucially important,” Myroslava Gongadze added. 
“Those people were very deep into the case and were 
close to getting a result regarding the orders [of the 
murder]. Unfortunately, they put aside the investiga- 
tion process just when they were as close to [finding] a 
resolution as ever.” 

The report recommends that the Ukrainian govern- 
ment makes public the priorities of the investigation. It 
also recommends that criminal cases be launched against 
those who have blocked the work of investigators. 

The authors of the report have also called on the 


Council of Europe to express concern at officials within 
the Prosecutor-General’s Office and politicians that they 
say are obstructing the investigation. 


Yushchenko wants open trial 


in Gorigadze case 


(RFE/RL)—President Viktor Yushchenko said on 
September 12 that he wants the ongoing trial of the 
suspected murderers of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze 
to be open to the public, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service 
reported. Yushchenko promised to ask the Supreme 
Court to open the trial to the public. 

A day earlier, the Kyiv Appeals Court, which is hear- 
ing the Gongadze case, announced that some sessions 
will be held behind closed doors because some materi- 
als being considered are classified. 

Meanwhile, Myroslava Gongadze, the slain 
journalist’s widow, told reporters in Kyiv on Sept. 12 
that the investigation into the 2000 slaying of her hus- 
band has been deadlocked for a year. 

Investigators “deeply delved into the case and were 
close to exposing the organizers of the murder. Unfor- 
tunately, at the moment they were about to solve the 
crime, they were removed from the investigation pro- 
cess,” she said. 

Three former police officers are standing trial on 
charges of killing Gongadze. No charges have been 
made against anyone suspected of organizing the crime 
or commissioning the killers. 


(UkrNews)— Over 800 people at- 
tended the official opening of the 
new 12,000 square foot spiritual and 
cultural home of the Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic 
Parish in Edmonton, Sept. 15. 

Since the church portion itself 
could not accommodate all, 300 at- 
tendees had to watch the Divine Lit- 
urgy from the adjoining hall. 

“Ata time when across our Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Church in Canada so 
many parish communities are strug- 
gling to maintain their church build- 
ings you have received a special 
blessing in opening this new place 
of worship to the Lord. Treasure this 
gift always. Make it an edifice that 
will unite your parish community in 
the Lord. Continue to support the 
needs of this sanctuary so that 
through it many others will be 
brought to the Lord,” stated Metro- 
politan Lawrence Huculak in his 
greetings to the parish. 

Holy Cross Pastor, Fr. Greg 
Faryna attributed the growth which 
led to the construction of a new 
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The new building of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic Parish. 


Bishop blesses new home for Holy Cross Parish 


church to “the Canadian identity of 
our church” and the fact that the par- 
ish fosters family attitudes. 

Another factor is that many 
people are attracted by the beauty 
of the Ukrainian Catholic liturgical 
service, he told Ukrainian News. 

Bishop David Motiuk, Eparch of 
Edmonton, blessed the cornerstone 
and conducted the Divine Liturgy, 
assisted by members of the 
Eparchial clergy. 

A church is more than just the 
building, he stated in his homily — 
it is the gathering of families to 
honour and worship God. 

Using the analogy of hockey and 
each team’s quest for the Stanley 
Cup, Bishop David noted that the 
faithful also quest for a cup — the 
Holy Chalice. 

“This is why we’re gathered here 
today This is the reward of the ef- 
forts of all of the faithful of the Ex- 
altation of the Holy Cross Parish and 
the many family and friends that 
have sacrificed much, so that this 
temple will be erected to honour and 
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to give glory to God, so that we may 
respond to our quest... the quest for 
the cup — the cup of salvation,” he 
said. 

Among the honoured guests at- 
tending the event were: Alberta Pre- 
mier Ed Stelmach, Edmonton 
Mayor Stephen Mandel, MLAs 
Thomas Lukaszuk and Bill Bonko, 
City Councillors Kim Krushell and 
Ron Hayter and Catholic School 
Board Trustee Janice Sarich. 

In his greetings, Premier Stelmach 
applauded members of the parish for 
“your dedication to your faith.” 

“You are carrying over the values 
and faith of our early pioneers,” he 
said. 

Premier Stelmach added that the 
community was also celebrating 60 
Sister Esther Kurylo’s 60 years of 
Cont. on Page 10 


Congratulations to Holy Cross Parish 
on the 
Opening of your new church! 
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Congratulations to the pastor 
and parishioners of Holy Cross 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish on the 
blessing on your new church. 
We are proud to have 


participated in this project. 


NELSON LUMBER COMPANY LTD. 
12727 St. Albert Trail, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3M6 
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Visit us at: www.nelsonhomes.com 
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Featuring Slava Ultra Premium Vodka. As well as other “Ukraine Invasion” qual- 
ity products including: Zirkova Imported Vodka, Lvivske Premium Lager, Slavutich 
Premium Beer and Krimsekt Sparkling Wines — all imported from Ukraine. 


Congratulations on the Opening of 
Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic Parish. 
May you be blessed. 
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Congratulations to the 
Jaithfull of the Exaltation 


of the Holy Cross Parish 
and Eparchy of Edmonton. 
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Blessing the cornerstone. Left to Right: Architect and Deacon Thomas Nahachewsky, Bishop David Motiuk, 
Current Holy Cross Pastor Fr. Greg Faryna, Past Holy Cross Pastor Fr. Don Bodnar. 


Bishop blesses new home 


Cont. from Page 9 


service for the Sister Servants of 
Mary Immaculate. (Ed. Note: The 
commemoration of Sr. Esther’s an- 
niversary will be covered in the next 
issue of Ukrainian News.) 

Mayor Manley commented on the 
“beautiful and moving service’ and 
commended the parishioners for 
“having the vision to build a facil- 
ity like this in a difficult time.” 

Edd Horyn, President of Holy 
Cross Parish Council noted that “our 
building committee chair, Garry 
Kokolski, has alluded to how the 
right people and the right ideas and 
circumstances came together to 
make our dream of building a new 
dedicated church a reality. 

“By briefly reflecting on the 
events as they unfolded, one can see 
that the Holy Spirit had an immense 
influence оп the direction that was 
taken. The blessings were many,” he 
said. 

Horyn called the past pastor, Fr. 
Don Bodnar the “spark plug that 
ignited the parishioners to focus 
their efforts towards a dream that 
needed to be brought front and cen- 
tre’, commended the work of con- 
struction manager, Peter Dahoy, and 
architect Thomas Nahachewsky and 
acknowledged Thomas Lukaszuk, 
MLA Castle Downs for his involve- 

ment with the grant applications to- 
wards the building. 
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“But there real superstars are the 
parishioners of Holy Cross. You 
have given unselfishly to the better- 
ment of this parish. Your prayers, 
fantastic support, and your faith 
have been instrumental in allowing 
us to reach this major milestone. You 
now have a beautiful and peaceful 
home to praise our Lord. To cel- 
ebrate this occasion in conjunction 
with on our 30th Praznyk celebra- 
tion is outstanding. What a bless- 
ing!” he stated. 

Olga Hlus, President of the Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Council of the 
Edmonton Eparchy noted that “in 
today’s times, with parishes strug- 
gling to keep their churches func- 
tioning, you felt the need to proceed 
with the construction of a new and 
larger facility.” 

“What a thrill and a feeling of ac- 
complishment it must be to have 
realized your dream of this beauti- 
ful home and brought it to fruition,” 
she added. 

Speaking on behalf of the Knights 
of Columbus, Wally Striet said he 
was proud the Knights of Colum- 
bus were able to assist with the fund- 
ing for the new church. 

“When the plans for the new 
church were conceived many be- 
came committed to the plan and said 
‘yes’ to anew home to adore Jesus. 
About the same time our Bishop 
Savaryn Council was formed and 
new Knights said ‘yes’ to the 
Knights of Columbus and support 
for the new church project. We hope 
now that this fine new church is 
completed that more men will say 
‘yes’ to the Knights of Columbus 
and its ongoing support of the Holy 
Cross parish and parish commu- 
nity.” 

He also presented a cheque for 
$3,000 to Bishop Motiuk, for his 
discretionary use on vocations. 

During the Public Open House 
which followed the Divine Liturgy 
and Presentations, entertainment 
was provided by the Holy Cross 
Zorianka Ukrainian Dance En- 
semble, Holy Cross singers, St. 


Nicholas Mandolin Ensemble, and 
a violin duet. 

The afternoon finished with an 
Akathist to the Mother of God led 
by the Axios Men’s Choral Society 
under the direction of Boris Derow, 
conductor of the Holy Cross Church 
Choir. 

Construction on the new 450-seat 
facility began in May of 2006, and 
was brought to completion this 
month. The facilities incorporate the 
former church building built in 
1988, now redesigned as a 400-per- 
son banquet hall with dance floor, 
plus community meeting rooms and 
a kitchen. The church itself features 
a large choir loft and balcony, a tra- 
ditional Byzantine icon wall, and 
stained glass windows. 

Building Project Committee 
Members were: Father Greg Faryna 
- Current Pastor; Father Don Bodnar 
- Past Pastor (1997-April, 2007); 
Garry Kokolski - Chairperson of 
Building Project Committee; Peter 
Dahoy - Co-Chair of Building 
Project Committee & Construction 
Manager; Edd Horyn - Current 
President of Parish Council; Rich- 
ard Andrusiak - Past President of 
Parish Council; Don Diduck - 
Fundraising Chairperson; Alice 
Duma - Secretary; Peter Fedorak — 
Treasurer; Ken Eschyshyn - Finan- 
cial Chairperson; Bill Rudnitski - Fi- 
nancial Committee; Judy Mydan - 
Fundraising Committee; Don 
Bergman, Walter Fedoruk, Leonard 
Stepanick, Robert Shostak, Bernie 
Sledz, Jerry Kalita, Harry Surcon 
and Al Tymko — all members of the 
Building Committee. 

Grand Opening Committee Mem- 
bers were: Terry Kotyk, Richard 
Andrusiak, Don Diduck, Chris 
Maximchuk, Fr. Don Bodnar, 
Dawnita Diduck, Steve Sumka 
(Chair), Edd Horyn, Fr. Greg 
Faryna, and Suzanne Brytan. Sub 
Committee Members were: Marian 
Surcon, Adelinse Shaigec, Dennis 
Tchir, Darlene Tchir, Al Tymko, 
Mike Zubrack, Alice Duma, Elsie 
Wasylycia, and Heather Gauthier. 
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Holy Cross Zorianka Dancers performing. 
Building project 
‘fan incredible journey” 


(UkrNews)—The building of the 
new church for Holy Cross Parish 
“has truly has been an incredible 
journey for all of us,” said the Chair- 
person of Building Project Commit- 
tee at the official Blessing of the new 
church, Sept. 15. 

“Our parish as a spiritual family 
made an extraordinary commitment 
to build a place of worship and spiri- 
tual well-being for its present mem- 
bership but more importantly for 
future generations to enjoy,” said 
Garry Kokolski. 

It started back in 1999 when the 
Very Reverend Father Don Bodnar, 
suggested that it was time to start to 
plan the building of a new church. 
A meeting held with Most Reverend 
Bishop Lawrence Huculak, in May 
2001, helped the congregation real- 
ize that some of the requests that 
needed to be addressed require a 
detailed gathering and analysis of in- 
formation and the development of 
planning strategies. 

The Building committee was di- 
vided into three sub-committees. 
These were as follows: Building and 
design chaired by Peter Dahoy. Fi- 
nancial, chaired by Ken Eschyshyn, 
and Fundraising chaired by Don 
Diduck. It was agreed by the com- 
mittee that what was required were 
conceptual drawings of possible 
Church designs. 

For an architect, Fr. Bodnar sug- 
gested the name of Thomas 
Nahachewsky of Genesis Architec- 
ture and Engineering who had a spe- 
cialized background in Eastern Rite 
Church architecture. Nahachewsky 
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Children of Mary enter the church at the beginning of the Divine Liturgy. 
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is also is a Deacon in the Ukrainian 
Eparchy of Saskatoon, and served 
in the Divine Liturgy marking the 
opening of the new church. 

“Thomas was a Godsend to our 
parish, we were so fortunate to ac- 
quire his professional services,” said 
Kokolski. 

Nahachewsky was introduced to 
members of the building committee 
on Feb. 28, 2003, and at that meet- 
ing was unanimously accepted as ar- 
chitect and engineer for this project. 

He continued on with his work 
developing a potential floor plan for 
the church proper area and also a 
design for the link area that would 
be integrated into the existing struc- 
ture. 

The next step was to design the 
outside church building itself. 
Nahachewsky created a number of 
church designs. The committee pre- 
sented a concept to Bishop 
Lawrence Huculak, then the Eparch 
of Edmonton, now the Metropolitan 
of Canada, for his approval. 

Once that came, a special general 
meeting was called for on June 26 
2005, and parishioners voted with a 
majority to proceed with the build- 
ing of a new church. 

Peter Dahoy a member of the 
building committee was approached 
to see if he had interest in taking on 
the position of building and con- 
struction manager and the project 
was started on May 18, 2006. 

“Peter’s dedication and ability to 
complete this project will be forever 
appreciated and remembered,” 
Kokolski said. 


After Eight 
Floorings 


Congratulations to the pastor and 
parishioners of Holy Cross Parish on the 
blessing of your new church . 

We are proud to have participated 
in thix project. 
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Congratulations 
to the Holy Cross Parish 
on the opening of your 
new church. 
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A brief history of Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross Parish 
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In April of 1977, Bishop Neil 
Savaryn approved the newly formed 
parish of Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross Ukrainian Catholic Church: 
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Father John Kratko was appointed 
parish pastor. 

The first Divine Liturgy was held 
at St. Joseph’s Seminary, near St. 


Albert on April 17, 1977. 

In September of 1977 the parish- 
ioners acquired their first church 
building at 12520-135 Ave in 
Edmonton. 

New land was purchased in 1984 
at 9003-153 Ave, with the goal of 
establishing a new permanent facil- 
ity to accommodate the needs of a 
growing membership. 

In 1985 Father Phil Shinduke was 
appointed parish pastor. 

After the sale of the first church 
in the fall of 1986, Divine Liturgies 
were temporarily held in the gym- 
nasium of Dickinsfield Junior High 
School. 

In September of 1987 a sod-turn- 
ing ceremony took place at the cur- 
rent site with Bishop Greschuk of- 
ficiating along with Father Phil 
Shinduke, Deacon Don Bodnar and 
many excited parishioners. 

The first Divine Liturgy was cel- 
ebrated at the present location on 


Congratulations to 
Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic Parish 
on the Blessing of your new Church. 
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St. Nicholas Mandolin Ensemble perform. 


March 6, 1988. This new structure 
was a multifaceted building that 
would accommodate most parish 
needs. In October, Bishop Greschuk 
officiated at the consecration of the 
new church. 

Father Joseph Royer became the 
third appointed pastor in 1992. 

Father Bill Hupalo served as in- 
terim pastor (1996-1997). 

Father Don Bodnar was appointed 
as the parish’s fourth pastor in 1997. 

In 2002 a proud parish celebrated 
its 25th anniversary. 

In June of 2005, the parishioners 
approved the proposal to construct 
anew church building facility for the 
cost of 2.5 million dollars. 

Metropolitan Lawrence Huculak 
officiated at the sod-turning cer- 
emony on May 27, 2006. Construc- 
tion began in the same month. 

Sept. 15 and 16, 2007 marked the 
consecration of our new church de- 
voted to the Universal Exaltation of 
the most Holy Cross of our Lord 
God and Savior Jesus Christ, offici- 
ated by His Excellency Bishop 
David Motiuk. 
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First Lady praises Ukrainian Catholic Universit 


By Mariana Karapinka 
and Oksana Shkodzinska 
Ukrainian First Lady Kateryna 
Yushchenko made her first visit to the 
Ukrainian Catholic University 
(UCU) on Sept. 13. The brief stop 
was part of her visit to Lviv for the 
2007 All-Ukraine Publishers’ Forum. 
As head of the advisory council of 
the Ukraine 3000 International Char- 
ity Fund, Yushchenko was particu- 
larly interested to hear about social 
projects at UCU and said that her 
fund will work together with UCU. 
Yushchenko was given a brief tour 
of the university’s new Building of 
the Faculty of Philosophy and The- 
ology, which was ceremonially 
opened and blessed a year ago. The 
building is part of the Theological 
Center complex, which includes the 
premises of Holy Spirit Seminary. 
UCU Rector Rev. Borys Gudziak, 
Ph. D., then recounted the history 
of the establishment and develop- 
ment of the university for 
Yushchenko. He also shared plans 
for the future. In particular, he 
showed her a model for the con- 
struction of a new campus near 
Lviv’s Stryiskyi Park. The site was 
blessed by Pope John Paul II during 
his visit to Ukraine in 2001 and a 
cross was ceremonially placed on 
the territory in May of this year. 
As part of her visit, Yushchenko 
also met various UCU students, in- 
cluding those studying in the Depart- 
ment of Social Pedagogy, members 
of the Student Charity Center, and the 
seminarian who heads the seminary’s 
charity organization. The students 
presented social projects that they 
carry out in addition to their regular 
studies, in particular, helping chil- 


dren in orphanages and shelters. 

UCU’s Department of Social 
Pedagogy, opened in 2006, prepares 
professionals to work at shelters for 
children, special schools for physi- 
cally and mentally disabled children, 
geriatric buildings, and other insti- 
tutions. 

Yushchenko explained that 
Ukraine 3000 plans to introduce pro- 
grams in charitable activities in 
Ukrainian schools and also to cre- 
ate a similar course for universities, 
especially for faculties of econom- 
ics and business. “So we would very 
much like to work together with 
your students and teachers, who can 
help us to develop this course,” she 
said. “For it is especially important 
that children start to learn to do good 
from childhood, so that in time this 
will become a good habit.” 

Yushchenko highly praised the 
achievements and prospects of the 
UCU. She acknowledged the sig- 
nificant role that the UCU played in 
the Ukrainian government recogniz- 
ing theology as an academic disci- 
pline. In the name of her fund and 
her family, she promised support 
and help to the university in further 
matters regarding this recognition 
and the recognition of advanced de- 
grees in the field by the government. 
“I know how difficult it was to re- 
vive the Lviv Theological Academy 
[now the UCU], how difficult to cre- 
ate such a university,” said 
Yushchenko. “For a long time I have 
wanted to see your work, to meet 
your teachers and students. You do 
wonderful things. For this is very 
important, that our people have ac- 
cess to knowledge about God. I 
thank you for starting this effort.” 


Fr. Borys Gudziak, rector of the Ukrainian Catholic University (front right), greets Ukrainian First Lady Kateryna 
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Yushchenko in front of UCU’s new Building of the Faculty of Philosophy and Theology. 


At the end of the visit Yushchenko 
made the first contribution, 25,000 
hryvnias, to UCU’s fund for higher 
studies, cteated to mark the 60" 
birthday of Fr. Dr. Iwan Dacko, 
president of UCU’s Institute of Ecu- 
menical Studies and one of the ini- 
tiators of the university’s establish- 
ment in Ukraine. She also gave a 
digital media projector to UCU and 
a copy of the book History of the 
Ukrainian Cossacks. 

“President Viktor Yushchenko in 
various ways shows his attention to 


the development of UCU. In particu- 
lar, he supported UCU’s initiative 
regarding the recognition of theol- 
ogy in Ukraine [by the Ministry of 
Education],” said Rev. Gudziak. 
“Mrs. Kateryna Yushchenko, who is 
known for her dedicated work in the 
social sphere, is also interested in 
our institution, inasmuch as UCU 
prepares pastors and laypeople for 
work in various social projects. 
Among the initiatives of our stu- 
dents, it’s worth mentioning the 
Christmas Eve supper for the home- 


less in Lviv and ministry to the poor, 
orphans, and the disabled. Mrs. 
Yushchenko knows about these ac- 
tivities of our students and so she 
expressed a desire to get better ac- 
quainted with the university and its 
students.” 

Further information about the 
UCU in English and Ukrainian is 
available on the university’s website 
at www.ucu.edu.ua. Readers in 
Canada may also contact the Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Education Founda- 
tion, at (416) 239-2495. 


US State Department analyzes religious situation in Ukraine 


(RISU)—Sept. 14, the US State Department Bureau of De- 
mocracy, Human Rights and Labor released its regular an- 
nual report “International Freedom of Religion 2007,” which 
included an analysis of the religious situation in Ukraine. In 
particular, it states that the right to freedom of religion, guar- 
anteed by the Constitution of Ukraine, is, generally, adhered 
to; however, certain problems in the sphere do exist. 

According to the report, cases were sited in which local 
government takes the part of this or that religious organiza- 
tion. Also, the problem of restitution of church property re- 
mains unsolved; cases of anti-Semitic and anti-Islamic be- 
havior are an issue as well. The US State Department states 
that such organizations as the All-Ukrainian Council of 
Churches and Religious Organizations, the Council of Evan- 
gelical Protestant Churches, the Board of Representatives of 
Ukraine’s Christian Churches and the Ukrainian Interchurch 
Council continue solving the conflicts between different de- 
nominations. 

The section “Religious Demography” provides data pre- 
sented by the Razumkov Sociological Center, revealing that 
40 per cent of respondents consider themselves to be believ- 
ers without referring to any religious organization, while 36.5 
call themselves believers and refer to a certain religious or- 
ganization. According to survey results, 33 per cent of Ukrai- 
nians consider themselves to be faithful of the Ukrainian Or- 
thodox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP), 31 per cent 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate 
(UOC-MP), 18 per cent of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church (UGCC), and 2.5 per cent of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church (UAOC). Less than 5 per 
cent of those polled identified themselves as Roman Catho- 
lic, Protestant, Muslim or Jewish. 21 per cent of those sur- 
veyed consider themselves to be atheists. As a rule, Western 
Ukraine has more practicing faithful than all other parts of 
the country. 

According to the report’s statistics, the UOC-MP has 38 
eparchies and 11, 085 communities; the UOC-KP - 30 
eparchies and 3, 882 communities; the UAOC - 12 eparchies 
and 1, 155 communities; and the UGCC has 9 eparchies, 2 
exarchates and 3, 480 communities. Some Muslim leaders 
say that there are nearly 2 million Muslims in Ukraine, while 
the state registers only 500, 000. Ukraine has 487 registered 

Muslim communities. Roman Catholics in Ukraine have 7 


dioceses with 890 communities. 

Protestant organizations are growing in number. Among 
them are Evangelical Christians Baptists, Anglicans, 
Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, Seventh Day Adventists 
as well as Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons. 

According to statistic estimates, Ukraine has 103,600 Jews, 
and 240 registered Jewish organizations, among which the 
Orthodox dominate. There are also 104 Khabat-Lubavicz 
communities and 48 communities of Progressive Jews. 

Also, statistics indicate 15 non-traditional religious move- 
ments in Ukraine. On register are 35 communities of Krishna’s 
Consciousness and 53 Buddhist communities. 

Part Two of the report, “Religious Freedom Status,” states 
the equal right of all religious organizations in Ukraine and 
the absence of state religion. Nevertheless, cases were ob- 
served in which local government takes the part of one con- 
fession or another which dominates in the region. In Ukraine 
all major religious holidays are marked on the state level. 
Religious organizations are free to conduct publishing work. 
According to legislation, registration of religious organiza- 
tions takes from one to three months. Also, the report men- 
tions the right of religious organizations to establish their pri- 
vate schools and demand the restitution of church property 
from local governments. The secondary schools provide 
courses in Ethics, paying equal attention to all denominations. 

The report enumerates rare cases of the restriction of reli- 
gious freedom in Ukraine. For example, in June 2007, the 
parish of St. Nicholas’ Church in Kyiv took an appeal to the 
European Court of Human Rights against the Kyiv City Ad- 
ministration. The case of this community, which decided to 
convert from the UOC-MP to the UOC-KP, has been under 
review since the 1990s. Since that time, the community of 
the UOC-KP has been refused registration. Also, the Mor- 
mon leaders complain that the Rivne Regional Administra- 
tion does not allow them to carry out their missionary work. 
In addition, the report makes mention of a conflict which arose 
in Zhytomyr between the local archival body and the Jewish 
community which was illegally accused of destroying a To- 
rah cover. Among other religious violations, a case was men- 
tioned in which local authorities in the village of Ivanivka in 
Luhansk Region banned a Christian music concert sponsored 
by the Protestant community. 

The issue of restitution of church property confiscated by 


the soviet regime was named as the gravest problem in the 
religious life of Ukraine. The report links the existing prob- 
lems to the poor economic situation in the country, which re- 
stricts funds for acquisition of new buildings for organiza- 
tions. Thus, the Roman Catholics have not been returned their 
St. Nicholas’ Church in Kyiv up till now. The same goes for 
the church buildings of the RCC in Chernivtsi, Dnipropetrovsk, 
Lviv, Mykolayiv, Sevastopol, and Simferopol. Up to this day, 
the Roman Catholics in Odesa have not been returned a semi- 
nary building which was confiscated in soviet times. Repre- 
sentatives of Progressive Judaism complain that their confis- 
cated property in Kharkiv and Kyiv has not been restored to 
them. The issue of restitution of the Jewish Cemetery in 
Volodymyr-Volynskyi to the Jewish community still requires 
solution. Representatives of the UOC-MP complain that Lviv 
authorities continue to ignore their numerous requests to give 
them land for construction of a cathedral. In Lviv, the UGCC 
has not been returned all buildings of St. George’s Cathedral 
Complex. The local authorities explain they do not have the 
necessary funds to resettle more than ten families living there 
since soviet times. Muslims have filed complaint that they 
have not been returned a 118-year-old mosque in Mykolayiv, 
a mosque in Dnipropetrovsk, a 150-year-old mosque in 
Masandra, a mosque in Yalta, and a ruined mosque in Alushta 
which dates back to the 18th century. Nevertheless, the report 
does state that many buildings were returned to the religious 
organizations. 

The problem of allotting land for construction of religious 
buildings remains open in Ukraine. The issue of rent free use 
of church land is also unsolved. 

During the reporting period, no one was convicted of a crime 
with religious motives. The report however enumerates sepa- 
rate cases of anti-Semitic manifestations in Ukraine. Cases 
were heard concerning vandalism in synagogues, Jewish cem- 
eteries and Holocaust memorials in, for example, Odesa, 
Chernihiv, Kirovohrad, Dnipropetrovsk, Kolomyya, 
Berdychiv and Zhytomyr. 

Overall, the US State Department report notes positive ten- 
dencies in terms of adherence to religious freedom taking place 
in Ukraine. 

The report was prepared on the basis of facts gathered in 
the religious freedom monitoring conducted by RISU in 2005- 
2007. 
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Виставка скульптури та кераміки з України 


Галина Клід 

У жовтні Торонто вперше зус- 
трінеться з українським скульп- 
тором Михайлом Горловим (нар. 
1952 р.). Виставка його творів у 
бронзі та камені відбудеться у 
Галереї Канадсько-української 
мистецької фундації (2118-А 
Bloor ST. W, Suite 204) 12-21 
жовтня. A 2-4 листопада — в 
Едмонтоні, у приміщенні Україн-- 
сько-канадського архіву та музею 
(9543 - 110 Ауе). 

Михайло Горловий як мистець 
та особистість — це явище само- 
бутнє під кількома оглядами. 
Висока технічна майстерність 
творчости тісно переплітається у 
нього з тим, що я називаю глибока 
природня українськість. 

Почавши навчання у Київсь- 
кому художньому інституті в 1986 
р. —B pik Чорнобиля — Михайло 
приніс із собою до кляси більше, 
ніж бажання бути скульптором. 
Він приніс високу національну 
свідомість українця та небайду-- 
жість до того, що діється навколо 
нього. У неспокійні часи передод- 
ня незалежности України він був 
активістом Народнього Руху Ук- 
раїни i Товариства «Просвіта». 
Иого знали на вулицях Києва як 
учасника гарячих дискусій про 
мову та її статус в Україні. В ін- 
ституті йому було приклеєно яр- 
лик «націоналіст» i за дружбу з 
ним погрожували виключати з 
інституту. 

Ця українськість -- гордість і 
біль Горлового. Це не тільки супе-- 
речки до зриву голосу за відсто- 
ювання статусу української мови. 
Це не тільки зневага до нього як 
українця, яку він відчував студен- 
том від деяких викладачів та 
студентів або на вулицях Києва, 
де його обзивали селюком та 
націоналістом. Це не тільки біль 
у серці від того, як при тобі шма- 
тують і топчуть ногами українсь-- 
кий прапор. 

Це також залякування і погрози. 
Були жорстокі побиття. У 1989р., 
під час святкування 175 річниці від 
дня народження Шевченкові, Mu— 

хайла, який тримав гасло «Укра- 


LAWYERS 


їнська мова — дітям на рідній зем-- 
лі», схопили особи в цивільному 
й заштовхнули в чорний отвір 
броньованого автобуса. Коли він 
упав на східцях, його кілька разів 
вдарили носаками по тілу, а мілі-- 
цейськими дубцями -- по голові 
й спині. Пізніше, коли студентів 
вже набралось в автобусі повно, 
їх знавісніло, по-звірячому поби-- 
ли. А в 1996 р., під час моїх від- 
відин Києва, коли я зателефо- 
нувала до нього додому, його дру-- 
жина Люся, плачучи повідомила, 
що напередодні, коли він повер- 
тався з центру міста, де в черговий 
раз виступав не спонтанних мі- 
тингах про мову, невідомі побили 
його майже до смерті, і просила 
мене поговорити з ним, «бо він 
нікого не слухає, а тебе пос- 
лухає...» 

У часи, коли багато українців 
боялися ототожнювати себе з 
іменами репресованих, Михайло 
Горловий виготував дубові хрести 
на могили Василя Стуса, Олекси 
Тихого i Юрія Литвина. Він — 
співавтор пам'ятника жертвам 
голодомору на Київщині, автор 
багатьох погрудь та меморіяльних 
дощок репресованих чи напівза- 
бутих письмеників та історичних 
осіб. Обдарований талантами 
скульптора та поета, Михайла 
добре знають як людину щедрої 
душі. У скрутні часи для багатьох 
місцевих влад, коли не було чим 
заплатити йому, Михайло просто 
дарував свої праці, хоч кошт ви- 
ливки скульптур був чималий, не 
кажучи про його власний час та 
працю. Але для нього було важли-- 
вішим те, що буде вшановано ще 
одне ім'я репресованої людини, 
ще одна свічка загориться у вічну 
пам'ять кращих синів і дочок Ук- 
раїни, яких було знищено страш-- 
ним режимом. 

Ідентичність Михайла Горлово-- 
го набирала форми на горбах 1 
пагорбах рідних місць, де він зби- 
рав черепки прадавньої трипіль-- 
ської культури. Вона набирала 
форми у суперечках за статус 
української мови, сильнішала піс- 
ля образ та фізичного насильства. 
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Ідентичність митця та особистості 
Михайла - - нероздільні. 

Ідентичність митця диктує i 
його творчі зацікавлення. Значна 
частина праць Михайла прис- 
вячена минулому та прадавній 
історії України. У них, зокрема, 
простежуються кілька впливів, 
коріння яких беруть від трипіль- 
скої та скитської культур, примі- 
тивістичні конструкції яких де- 
монструють досконалі взірці та 
карбування, а їхня містика нади- 
хає скульптора. Ці впливи спря- 
мовують скульптора на створення 
цілої низки праць, в яких поєд- 
нується стародавні концепції із 
сучасними формами. 

Окрім праїсторії, палітра нат- 
хнення для творчості скульптора 
включає теми сучасності, зокрема 
болю чорнобильської теми чи аф-- 
ганської війни, куди було втягнуто 
синів України, та пошуки аб- 
страктного вираження творчих 
задумів, які виливаються вишу-- 
каним модернізмом лінії та фор- 
ми. Михайла неодноразово запро-- 
шували на міжнародні конкурси в 
Ліван, де він створив там кілька 
стилізованих скульптур на укра- 
їнські теми. 

Працює скульптор з різними 
матеріялами: камінь, глина, дере- 
во, але саме майстерність пере- 
творення бронзи в естетичну та 
функціональну форму -- чи не 
найважчому для обробки MaTe— 
ріялі — викликає у його глядачів 
шанобливе захоплення. 

Праця з бронзою — He для всіх. 
Вона складніша, ніж праця з гли- 
ною або деревом. Окрім творчого 
задуму та композиції, потрібна ще 
копітка праця з шліфування ме- 
талу до того стану, коли скульп- 
тура ніби виривається із покровів 
грубого металу, прагне вирватися 
із дбайливих рук майстра, «ожи-- 
ває» і переходить у стан вічного, 
випромінюючи мерехтливе сяйво 
відшліфованого металу. 

Праці Михайла не залишають 
людину байдужою. Крім цікавої 
тематики своїх творів, він дося- 


гнув надзвичайної майстерності 
технічної обробки, органічно 
відчуваючи текстуру матеріялу, з 
якого зроблена скульптура. Його 
праці беруть початок від форми 
людської фігури, але потім ідуть 
далі її традиційної форми. 
Скульптор уникає банальності 
передбачування глядача i приво- 
дить нас до довершеної пластики 
— дослідження матеріялу, лінії, 
форми, часу 1 розуміння краси. 

Усе свідоме життя Михайло Hi— 
би під'єднаний невидимим зв'яз- 
ком до багатої жили стародавньої 
української цивілізації. Це дало 
йому змогу виробити око на прос-- 
ті, але вишукані форми. Ця прос-- 
тота ліній 1 форм скульптур поєд-- 
нуються 13 глибиною закладеної 
в кожній праці думки, складністю 
образів та сакральністю змісту. 
Вони, на перший погляд, такі 
знайомо-відомі, але водночас — 
збуджуючі, спонукають до розд- 
мів. Багато з них модерні, але то 
тут, то там, нас вражає несподі- 
ваний проблиск стародавньої 
культури. 

Мистецтво скульптури, для йо- 
го шанувальників, може втілю- 
вати надзвичайну красу ліній, 
вишуканість, естестичність та 
певне значення. Витончена скуль- 
птурна праця передає нам любов 
митця до духовності та форми. 
Успіх скульптора у створенні 
гармонійно-збалансованого 1 ці- 
лісного твору залежить не тільки 
від його чи її таланту та профе- 
сійних умінь. Ще як тільки худож- 
ник виношує думку про майбутню 
працю, а пізніше втілює її у формі, 
естетичні міркування взаємодіють 
з вимогами матеріялу, і успіх тієї 
чи іншої праці залежить від того, 
чи цим вимогам була віддана 
належна увага художника. Твор- 
чість скульптора мусить відзер- 
калювати постійний і помітний 
рівень цікавих задумів та уваги, 
яких докладає ходужник. Май- 
стерна праця може викликати 
вдячне зрозуміння в одних чи 
допитливість в інших і постукати 


М. Горловий. «Муза». Бронза, 
камінь. 2006. 


у вікно духовності особистості, 
заохочуючи піти далі, поза рамки 
щоденного інсування. 

Михайло Горловий як майстер 
матеріялу та форми демонструє 
нам таку цілісність у своїх працях. 
Скульптури Михайла Горлового 
знаходяться у приватних та дер- 
жавних збірках України, Канади, 
Австралії, Лівану, Іспанії, Франції, 
Австрії, Польщі, Сірії та ін. Його 
праці включені в багатьох мис- 
тецьких каталогах та журналах. 

На виставці в Торонті буде 
представлено 23 праці Михайла 
Горлового. 

Відвідувачів виставки в Торонті 
очікує приємна несподіванка. Ра- 
зом з батьком у виставці бере 
участь донька Михайла, Леся Гор- 
лова (нар. 1981 р.). Леся — кера- 
містка, працює в українсько- 
історичній тематиці, що охоплює 
трипільску та скитську культури, 
народнє мистецтво різних пері- 
одів. Окрім скульптурної пласти- 
ки, вона також працює з гончар- 
ним колом, у графіці та живописі. 

Леся Горлова закінчила з від- 
знакою Київський державний 
інститут декоративно-приклад-- 
ного мистецтва і дизайну імені 
Михайла Бойчука, факультет ху-- 
дожньої кераміки, за спеціальніс- 
тю художник декоративно- прик-- 
ладного мистецтва (у 2005 р.) З 
1996 року активно бере участь у 
всеукраїнський виставках, має дві 
персональні виставки. Вона є 
дипломанткою кількох конкурсів 
та стипендіаткою 2002 р. мера 
Києва О. Омельченка (за осо- 
бистий творчий внесок в розвиток 
Києва). 

Її праці є в колекціях музеїв Ук-- 
раїни, також у приватних колек-- 
ціях України та зарубіжжя. 

На виставці Леся Горлова покже 
22 праці. 
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Ukrainian Famime-Genocide featured | Ukraine at the centre ae 
at Genocide Education Institute 


By Valentina Kuryliw 

This summer, from July 23-27 the Canadian Centre 
for Genocide & Human Rights Education held its fourth 
annual session for teachers, at the Armenian Cultural 
Centre, this year, in Toronto. For the first time, the 
Ukrainian Holodomor was part of this five day agenda. 
The first day was devoted to general issues on geno- 
cide which was followed by a banquet, open to the wider 
public, well attended by the Ukrainian community. This 
was followed by full day sessions on the Armenian, 
Ukrainian Genocides as well as the Holocaust and 
Rwanda. Each day was divided into two parts: a pre- 
sentation by a scholar, who provided the background 
information on the genocide, and an afternoon session 
with educators, who provided teaching materials and 
practical lesson plans for teachers. 

Forty teachers and instructors from across Canada 
attended the workshops with the express purpose of 
learning how to deal with past and current issues in 
genocide education. They were able to study with each 
other and with some scholars and educators of geno- 
cide. At this year’s opening session the instructors were 
Dr. Barbara Colorosa, a renowned educator, author and 
speaker, who recently published the book, Extraordi- 
nary Evil: A Brief History of Genocide, and Dr. Gerry 
Caplan, a Canadian authority on genocide and geno- 
cide education as well as being an expert on Rwanda. 

A number of in-depth lectures on the Ukrainian Fam- 
ine-Genocide was presented by Professor Emeritus, Ro- 
man Serbyn of the Universite de Montreal, who gave 
teachers background information on Ukrainian history 
and the Holodomor. A discussion on some historical 
issues was followed by a viewing of the documentary 
film, Harvest of Despair (1983), produced by the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian research and Documentation Centre. 

The teaching unit was presented by Valentina 
Kuryliw, Department Head of History and Social Sci- 
ences with the Toronto District School Board. Basic 
teaching materials on Ukraine and the Famine-Geno- 
cide were handed out and discussed, and innovative 
lesson plans, showed how the topic could be taught in 
a high school setting using critical thinking skills. A 
session on how to approach the Famine-Genocide for 
younger grades, using appropriate strategies and hand- 
outs, was demonstrated by Halia Sawycky- 
Dmytryshyn. The lesson plans and teaching materials 
prepared by Valentina Kuryliw and Halia Sawycky- 
Dmytryshyn were handed out to the teachers. 

In addition to ready-made lesson plans, teachers were 
given the DVD, Harvest of Despair and W. Isajiv’s 


(ed.), Famine-Genocide in Ukraine 1932-1933, a col- 
lection of scholarly essays, donated by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Research and Documentation Centre for the 
occasion. An extremely valuable resource booklet con- 
taining quotations, facts and figures and a bibliogra- 
phy, created and published by the Canadian Ukrainian 
Congress, Toronto branch , was also included along 
with A Hunger Most Cruel, a collection of short stories 
on the Famine translated by Roma Franko, an easy read 
for high school students. 

As part of the presentation on the Famine-Genocide, 
a visual display prepared by Halia Sawycky- 
Dmytryshyn and Valentina Kuryliw of historical Ukrai- 
nian artefacts , information boards with quotations, 
newspaper clippings and visuals, as well as a collec- 
tion of books on the topic were present for teachers to 
view. 

Unfortunately, few of the attendees and instructors 
were acquainted with the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide 
of 1932-1933. No mention of the Holodomor were 
made by the main instructors in their presentations. 
Therefore, the idea of taking the Famine-Genocide to 
the general public was a great idea and hopefully, the 
association with the Institute and other such institu- 
tions will continue in the future. Currently, a new pilot, 
interdisciplinary course at the grade 11 level is being 
planned by the Toronto District School Board. The 
writing team is being selected and the resulting War 
and Genocide course should include, as part of the cur- 
riculum, the Famine-Genocide of Ukraine 1932-1933. 

The Centre for Genocide and Human Rights Educa- 
tion will continue to foster genocide education as a 
means to sensitising and educating students through- 
out the country of the horrors of genocide and the need 
to eradicate all forms of abuse of human rights and in- 
tolerance, past or present. The need for dialogue out- 
side the Ukrainian community on the topic of the Fam- 
ine-Genocide is crucial, if it is to be included as a com- 
ponent of any genocide course. What is even more im- 
portant is the need to produce excellent teaching mate- 
tials for teachers, which would facilitate their interest 
in wanting to teach the Famine-Genocide in an inno- 
vative and creative way. 

The day would not have been made possible without 
the direct financial and moral support of sponsors in the 
Ukrainian community: the League of Ukrainian Cana- 
dians, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Toronto 
Branch, and the Ukrainian Canadian Research and Docu- 
mentation Centre, who partnered with the Canadian 
Centre for Genocide and Human Rights Education. 


David Burliuk: Was he a Ukrainian artist? 


(Oseredok)—Early 20th century 
modernist art movements are rarely 
associated in the public mind with 
Ukraine. Yet Kyiv and Kharkiy and 
other Ukrainian cities figure promi- 
nently as creative centres of new art 
trends. One does encounter names 
of Tatlin, Malevich, Archipenko, 
Ekster, Burliuk and others in the 
great museums of the world. Yet one 
wonders about their identity. 

Was Archipenko Ukrainian be- 
cause he was born in Ukraine? Was 
he French or American because he 
lived and created in those countries? 
Was Malevich Ukrainian because he 
identified himself as such? Or was 
he Russian because he was born in 
Imperial Russia? Or is there some- 
thing fundamental in the art of these 
individuals, their world view, their 


where he lived until the 1960s. In 
making a case about Burliuk’s iden- 
tity, Prof. Shkandrij acknowledges 
that the Russians adopted Burliuk as 
their own — the founder of Russian 
Futurism. Burliuk also wrote poetry 
in Russian and his notations are in 
Russian. 

However, testimony of his son 
and surviving family indicates that 
Burliuk clearly defined himself as a 
Ukrainian. He was very proud of his 
Cossack lineage and asserted that his 
family was very Ukrainian. He tried 
to imitate early Cossack paintings 
and kept painting images of “Kozak 
Матаї?, referring to these images 
as “my ancestors”. : 

Shkandrij analyses Burliuk’s 
body of work and comes to the con- 
clusion that it is essentially Ukrai- 


approach to elements of design, 
form and function that reflects and 
builds on a particular Ukrainian art 
tradition? 

These are some of the questions 
that participants asked themselves at 
the Ukrainian Cultural and Educa- 
tional Centre during a recent pre- 
sentation entitled “David Burliuk: 
Was He a Ukrainian artist? Argu- 
ments For and Against,” part of a 
lecture series sponsored by the Cen- 
tre. The presenter, Prof. Myroslav 
Shkandrij, is a professor of Ukrai- 
nian literature in the Dept. of Ger- 
man and Slavic Studies at the Uni- 
versity of Manitoba. He was also the 
person behind the exhibition “The 
Phenomenon of the Ukrainian 
Avant-garde 1910-1935” at the 
Winnipeg Art Gallery in the 1990s. 


Prof. Myroslav Shkandrij making 
a point during the Burliuk Lecture 
at Oseredok. 


He has been doing extensive re- 
search into the cultural climate in 
Ukraine at the beginning of the 20th 
century, especially in Ukrainian lit- 
erature of the 1920s, a vibrant pe- 
riod of experimentation, innovation 
and intellectual dialogue about the 
nature and function of literature and 
art and its role in society. 

Burliuk was the driving force be- 
hind the creation of Futurism in 
Russia and Ukraine. He started out 
as an impressionist, worked his way 
through Cubism to Futurism. Born 
in Ukraine, he traveled widely, 
through Russia, Siberia, Japan and 
ultimately settled in New York 


nian reflecting the steppe landscape 
in which Burliuk grew up. The vi- 
brant colours, the particular interest 
in the horizontal, the enthusiasm for 
the primitive world, the unspoiled 
primitive landscape and the abun- 
dance of the land define Burliuk as 
an artist. These reflect elemental 
characteristics of the Ukrainian soul, 
if you will. 

Shkandrij summed up his argu- 
ments for the Ukrainian identity of 
Burliuk in four brief phrases: self- 
identification; statement of others; 
contribution to the Ukrainian art 
scene; and the art itself. Finally, 
Shkandrij talked about the renewed 
interest in the art of David Burliuk 
and the work of art historians in 
Ukraine in reclaiming emigré artists 
and those adopted by other cultures. 


the east-west drug trade 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) agents this summer net- 
ted 174 kilograms of heroin in a raid conducted in cooperation with the 
US. Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) and Turkish law-enforcement or- 
ganizations. 

The haul was the latest sign that Ukraine is increasingly being used as a 
transit country for illegal drugs — both for synthetic drugs making their 
way from Europe, and for Afghan heroin heading west. 

The problem recently led the SBU to issue a statement in which it ex- 
pressed its concern about Ukraine’s rising role in the world of drug traf- 
ficking, including the production of drugs and “the more intensive in- 
volvement of Ukrainian nationals.” 

The 174-kilo stash was seized on July 23 in Illichevsk, where it was 
discovered in the false bottom of a truck that had arrived at a southwest- 
ern Ukrainian port by ferry from Georgia. Investigators believe the heroin 
was being smuggled from Iran to Western Europe via Azerbaijan, Geor- 
gia, Ukraine, and Poland. 

A Turkish national who was driving the truck was arrested following 
the seizure, which was described by a spokesman for the SBU as “one of 
the largest hauls this year,’ according to RIA Novosti. 

That catch came just two months another major heroin shipment was 
appropriated — this time 114 kilograms netted in central Kyiv as a Turk- 
ish national was loading the drugs into an automobile. An SBU official 
said in announcing the action on May 23 that it was the third and final 
phase of an international operation to destroy a criminal group that was 
transporting heroin to Europe. 

That raid followed the announcement in April by the SBU that an inter 
national ring trafficking drugs from Western Europe to Ukraine had been 
broken up. Four people from different parts of Ukraine were detained in 
that operation, which yielded $200,000 worth of ecstasy, cocaine, and 
amphetamines and led to the interception of a larger haul of 4,000 ecstasy 
tabs and 1 kilogram of amphetamines in Western Europe, according to 
Unian. 

And in February, SBU, DEA, and Turkish police officials raided a house 
in a small village in southern Ukraine’s Kherson region, where they dis- 
covered a laboratory for refining opium into heroin, along with precursor 
chemicals used in the process. 

At the scene they arrested the driver of a minibus carrying 124 kilos of 
heroin destined for markets in the European Union, as well as a Turkish 
citizen who was charged with drug smuggling. 

All in all, Ukraine’s Security Service this year has confiscated more 
than 460 kilograms of heroin worth $32 million — more than the total 
amount of heroin seized in Ukraine in the past 15 years. 

By comparison, according to statistics released by the Ukrainian gov- 
ernment just 3.7 kilograms of heroin were confiscated by Ukrainian law- 
enforcement agencies in 1997; in 1999, 6 kilograms were seized; and in 
2001, 12 kilograms. 

And while the SBU boasts of having closed nine channels for drug smug- 
gling via Ukraine already in 2007, it is widely believed that the amount of 
heroin captured represents only a fraction of the amount that reaches its 
final destination. 

According to a report prepared for the U.S. Justice Department, for in- 
stance, the estimated amount of heroin trafficked via Ukraine in 2001 was 
9 to 20 metric tons. 

A number of factors appear to dictate why drug smugglers have chosen 
Ukzaine as a popular trafficking route. 

One can be found in the vast stretches of unguarded borders between 
Ukraine and Russia, from which illegal drugs deriving from Central and 
South Asia and trafficked via the Caucasus can enter the country. 

Another is the largely unprotected Black Sea coastline, which provides 
a safe haven for boats laden with illegal drugs to dock undetected. 

And the high level of corruption among Ukraine’s Customs Service 
also plays a vital role in Ukraine’s east-west drug-trafficking trade. 

Smugglers, taking advantage of border crossings known to be “safe” as 
а result of lax security, or arrangements with corrupt inspectors, focus on 
those entry and exit points. 

Lastly, increased’ vigilance by law-enforcement along the traditional 
“Balkan route” has led traffickers to find new routes — making Ukraine a 
natural choice owing to its borders with Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, Ro- 
mania, and Moldova to the West, and Russia on the east. 


Tymoshenko vows to return 
lost Soviet-era savings 


(RFE/RL)—Opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko promised at a meet- 
ing with voters in Kherson on Sept. 8 that her eponymous political bloc, if 
it comes to power following the Sept. 30 elections, will return lost depos- 
its of Ukrainians in the Soviet-era Savings Bank within two years, the 
“Ukrayinska pravda” website reported. 

“We realize that this is an almost sensational commitment, but we are 
taking it upon ourselves, basing it on the past six months of analyses and 
calculations that our team made regarding all means and sources in the 
country, from where we could take resources to restore justice to deposi- 
tors who lost their savings in the Savings Bank,” Tymoshenko said. 

“T am perhaps a weaker economist than Yulia Volodymyrovna 
[Tymoshenko], but I don’t see how it is possible to return those savings 
worth $120 billion within two years,” Yuriy Lutsenko, a leader of the pro- 
presidential Our Ukraine-People’s Self-Defense bloc said on Sept. 10 about 
Tymoshenko’s pledge. 


16 
Михайло Мороз — мистець 


Орест Павлів 

Святослав Гордннський, близь- 
кий друг М. Мороза, неодноразово 
стверджував, що в галузі малю- 
вання краєвидів і портретів, 
Михайло Мороз був одним із най- 
кращих українських мистців 20- 
го століття. Цей шлях у категорію 
"найкращих" мистець пройшов 
спонтанно, завдяки свому при- 
родженому талантові і завдяки 
учителям, які допомогли йому сяг- 
нути високих горизонтів худож- 
ньої творчости. 

Народився Михайло Мороз 7-го 
липня 1904 р. У селі Пліхові, 
Тернопільської області у свідомій 
українській родині. Батько його 
Ілля був засновником і довго- 
літнім головою читальні "Прос- 
віта" i у рідному селі, а водночас і 
засновником таких же "Просвіт" 
у сусідніх селах. Мати (з роду 
Мандів) не тільки сама любила 
читати твори Шевченка, Л. Укра- 
їнки, І. Франка (який кілька разів 
відвідував родину Морозів у Плі- 
хові), але часто читала своїм дітям 
твори різних українських поетів і 
письменників. Брати і сестри М. 
Мороза всі були дуже талановиті 
і всі здобули середню освіту. 

Після завершення середньої 
освіти 1923 р. і здобувши вже тоді 
схвальні оцінки за свої самотужки 
мальовані картини, М. Мороз 
вступив, до Мистецької Школи 
Олекси Новаківського у Львові, 
яка тоді була вже одним із факуль- 
тетів Українського Таємного Уні- 
верситету. У цій школі викладали 
тоді такі світочі української куль- 
тури і мистецтва, як Митр. А. 
Шептицький. д-р I. Раковський, 
поет М. Вороний, д-р С. Балей, В. 
Залозецький, мистець O. Курилас 
та інші. Деканом цього факуль- 
тету був О. Новаківський, і саме 
він мав найбільший вплив па своїх 
учнів, і головно на М. Мороза. 

Будучи одним із найближчих до 
Новаківського студентом, Моро- 
зові здалося сприйняти від свого 
учителя (і добре засвоїти) його 
вийняткове відчування кольорової 
єдности в картинах. Поряд із цим 
Мороз виробив свій власний, до- 
сить суворий режим докладного 
спрацювання форми та утвердив 
розуміння декоративної суті й 
ритмічної дисципліни кожної ок- 
ремої композиції, що в сукупності 
творять красу і велич кожного 
окремого твору. Разом із цим, 
Мороз зрозумів головні засади, 

що сприяють трансформації осо- 
бистих вражень й ефектів баче- 
ного у розповідь пензля і збагнув 


мову кольорів, увінчаних зако- 
нами краси й гармонії. 

Після закінчення Мистецької 
Школи Новаківського (1927 р.) М. 
Мороз отримав стипендію від 
Митр. А. Шептицького і виїхав до 
Парижу на навчання у відомих: 
Академії Жул'єна й Академії 
Прикладних Мистецтв. Саме там 
Мороз звернув на себе увагу про- 
фесорів цих навчальних установ 
високою культурою й артизмом 
виконання його картин. Мова тут 
про фреску "Туцульщина" (гу- 
цулка із писанками), яку про- 
фесори попросили в Мороза за- 
лишити в академії, як зразок висо- 
кої художньої майстерности. 

Тут варто згадати, що М. Мороз 
ще па початку навчання у Школі 
Новаківського став великим при- 
ятелем карпатського краю і це 
захоплення Гуцульщиною тривало 
внього усе життя. Він часто орга- 
нізував поїздки своїх товаришів й 
учнів Новаківського на Гуцуль- 
щину, а згодом з дружиною Ipu- 
ною й поселився у Космачі, де й 
народився їхній син Ігор. Для 
Мороза, великого майстра пейза- 
жів і знаменитого портретиства, 
- Туцульщина стала цінним джере- 
лом його творчого надхнення і ко- 
ристуючись своєю працьовитіс- 
тю, він творив там свої шедеври, 
одним із яких й була фреска, що її 
попросили в Мороза залишити в 
паризькій академії. 

Під час паризьких студій, Мо- 
роз зустрівся у Парижі з цілою 
плеядою визначних українських 
мистців, як О. Грищенко, С. Гор- 
динський, М. Глущенко, В. Хме- 
пюк, Б. Перебийніс та з іншими. 
Він встановив також творчі зв'яз- 
ки з деякими французькими мист- 
цями, зокрема з Матіссо, а деякий 
час навчався у майстерні Бурдедя. 
Крім того, Мороз разом із О. Гор- 
динським об'їхали всю Францію й 
оглянули десятки музеїв, у яких 
зберігались твори таких мистців, 
як Ель Греко, Рембрант, Делякруа, 
Сезанн та інших світочів обра- 
зотворчого мистецтва. 

Повернувшися із Франції, М. 
Мороз разом із своїм колишнім 
учителем Новаківським виїхали 
І9ЗІ р. в турне по музеях Італії. 
Цю поїздку фінансував Мороз. 
Після цієї корисної і цікавої манд- 
рівки - обидва художники не 
розлучалися вже до смерти 
Новаківського 1936 р. i М. Мороз 
На все життя зберіг до нього свою 
глибоку шану і вдячність його 
творчому кредо. 

Перед Другою Світовою Вій- 


ною, Мороз два роки проживав у 
Свято- Юрській будівлі у Львові 
i на замовлення Митр. А. Шеп- 
тицького малював портрети виз- 
начних священослужителів, у 
тому й тодішнього ректора 
Богословської Академії, майбут-- 
нього патріярха Иосифа Сліпого. 

Саме тоді М. Мороз творчо 
повністю дозрів і у своїй маляр-- 
ській практиці найбільше зосе- 
реджувався на пейзаж (Гуцуль- 
щини) і на портретах. Ці передво- 
єнні роки Мороз часто називав 
ренесансом своєї творчости. 

Під час радянської, а згодом 
німецької окупації - доля поща- 
дила художника і завдяки добрих 
людей йому не прийшлось 
страждати й поневірятись, як це 
було з багатьма його друзями. 

На еміграцію на Захід Мороз 
вирушив з дружиною і сином 
1944-го року й опинився; у Баварії 
(Німеччина), де після війни 30ce— 
редились біженці з різних країн 
східньої Европи. В тому й україн- 
ці, розкидані по таборах у різних 
місцевостях. Саме у Баварії М. 
Мороз зустрівся із візуальними 
об'єктами, які втратив після зали-- 
шення України: прекрасні альпей-- 
ські краєвиди, відоме озеро Кеніг- 
зее і сотні цікавих облич для порт-- 
ретів. Війна не деформувала ecre— 
тичних почиттів мистця і він не 
облишив у нових картинах давньої 
кольористичної гами 1 гармоній-- 
ної узгоджености. Маємо тут на 
увазі такі картини, як "Замок у 
Нойбурні?, "Гірський Краєвид), 
"Кенігзеє? та інші. 

Лоді дуже зміцніла його май- 
стерність живопису i збагатілась 
колористична палітра його 
картин. 

З Баварії сім'я Морозів виїхала 
у Сполучені Штати 1949-ro року 
й поселилися у Нью-Йорку. В 
Америці Мороз зразу включивсь 
в українське культурне життя, 
став членом Об'єднання Мистців 
Українців Америки й поринув у 
творче мистецьке життя. 

Иого часто запрошували з вис- 
тавками не тільки українські 
установи, але й американські та 
европейські музеї. а до 1985-го 
року він здобув вісім престижних 
нагород і став почесним членом 
Академії Мистецтв у Римі. До- 
недавна, картини Мороза 36epira— 
лися у ІЗ8-ти американських му- 
зеях і дві його картини знахо- 
дяться навіть у Білому Домі у 
Вашінгтоні. Це світове визнання 
таланту Мороза дало право мис- 
тецтвознавцеві М. Осінчукові 
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ствердити що: "Мороз вивів укра-- 
їнський колоритно - симфонізо- 
ваний пейзаж на світову арену." 

Живучи у тісному зв'язку з ук- 
раїнською спільнотою у Сполуче-- 
них Штатах, зокрема з українсь- 
кою інтелігенцією, йому прийш-- 
лось намалювати біля однієї сотні 
портретів визначних діячів yKpa— 
їнської громади. І лише два архі- 
тектурні об'єкти, дві дерев'яні 
церкви на українських оселях у 
Гантері і в Глен-Спею стали 
об'єктом його малюнків. Їх він 
малював по декілька разів, із різ- 
них кутів бачення та в різному 
освітленні. 

А краєвиди карпатських гір, за 
якими Мороз безмежно тужив, - 
замінили Кетскильські гори, Kpa— 
євиди Кольорадо, Порто-Ріко, 
навіть узбережжя Атлантичного 
океану. 

В Америці, у 1960-их роках 
Мороз почав малювати краєвиди 
не пензлем, але технікою т. зв. 
Мастихіну, тобто, майже скульп- 
турно виліплюючи нашарування й 
обриси на картинах таких об'єктів 
як багряне каміння, як сині гори, 
пінисті хвилі вод, чи ясний баг- 
рянець осіннього листя на дере-- 
вах. Ця нова майстерність Моро- 
за, тобто плястична виразність 
об'єктів його картин дуже подо- 
балася відомому скульпторові Ол 
Архипенкові, який жив тоді в 
Америці і часто спілкувався з 
Морозом. 

Саме того тину дві картини Mo— 
роза мальовані технікою масти-- 
хіну (накладання фарб) передав 
Св. Гординський патріярхові Йо- 
сифу Сліпому, який після звіль- 
нення із заслання, прибув до Риму. 
Про ці дві картини: "Морський 
прибій" і "Ріка Делівар/ патріярх 
Сліпий неодноразово висловлю-- 
вався, що вони "стали атракцією 
для усіх видців. 


М. Мороз декільна разів приїз- 
джав до Риму у І960-их і 70-их 
роках і змальовував там історичні 
об'єкти: Колізей, новозбидовану 
українську церкву Св. Софії, ук- 
раїнський монастир Стидитів, ro— 
ру Монте Каво, руїни стародав- 
ного Риму, Кастель Гандольфо та 
інші пам'ятки. Однак, найбільше 
уваги присвячував мистець в Італії 
краєвидам озера Альбано. Усі ці 
картини відзначаються кольорит-- 
ним багатством, мабуть завдяки 
прекрасної італійської природи і 
майстерності рук художника, 

Проживаючи останні роки сво-- 
го життя в Америці, Мороз велику 
увагу присвячував малюванню 
морських прибоїв Атлантичного 
океану, де хвилі розміщені кольо-- 
ровими смугами. Каміння, воду і 
небо Мороз відтворював, як при- 
родну стихію синтетичного поєд- 
нану і багатою у повноту життя і 
краси. 

Дві останні прижиттєві, і одні 
із найкращих виставок картин 
Мороза відбулись в Українському 
Музеї в Нью-Йорку 1990-ro р. і 
наступного року у Філядельфії на 
якій одну із картин Мороза заку-- 
пив музей престижного Універ-- 
ситету Лясаль. 

Останні два роки свого життя 
мистець важко хворів і дуже пере-- 
живав що не спроможний малю-- 
вати. Однак, він жив тоді подіями, 
що відбувалися в Україні - жив 
відновленням української держав- 
ної незалежности. Помер мистець 
1992 року. 

Посмертні виставки творів М. 
Мороза відбувалися у різних 
центрах українського життя не 
тільки в Америці й Канаді, але і в 
Україні. Однією із виставок Kap— 
тин Мороза - буде виставка 23 
вересня у Канадсько -Українській 
Мистецькій Фундації у Торонто і 

триватиме до 7 жовтня 2007 р. 


Луценко хоче 


зміцнити Ющенка 


(Українська правда- Лідер блоку "Наша Україна - 


Володимир Притула 

У Криму проросійські активісти вимагають закриття 
єдиної у Сімферополі української гімназії. 7 вересня вони 
намагалися зірвати у ній навчальний процес. Втім, учас- 
ників акції виявилося утричі менше, аніж правоохоронців 
і вони відмовилися від цієї затії. 

Два десятки активістів проросійських організацій під 
стінами єдиної в Сімферополі україномовної гімназії і пів 
сотні міліціонерів в автобусі на автостоянці поруч - не 
відволікли гімназистів від занять. Тільки група п'яти- 
класників, проходячи з фізкультури і побачивши росій- 
ський триколор, обсвистала пікетувальників. 

Останніх хоч і не багато, але налаштовані вони агре- 
сивно. Учасники пікетування закликали закрити україн- 
ську гімназію, а в її приміщеннях відкрити «музей банде- 
рівської окупації Криму та Севастополя». У резолюції 
пікету її автори заявили, що альтернативи народно- 
визвольної боротьби російського народу Криму не існує. 
За півгодини після початку акції її 

У дирекції гімназії сказали, що пікет навчальному 


процесові не зашкодив. Водночас голова громадської 
організації «Український дім» Андрій Щекун вважає, що 
сьогоднішнє пікетування із вимогою закрити українську 
гімназію у Сімферополі загрожує регіональній безпеці і 
це - лише одна ланка небезпечної тенденції. 

Андрій Щекун повідомив, що Рада міністрів АРК ухва- 
лила рішення кошти в сумі 400 тисяч гривень, виділених 
із Державного бюджету України на будівництво єдиної на 
Південному узбережжі Криму україномовної школи, 
перекинути на ремонт однієї з багатьох російськомовних 
шкіл у Судацькому регіоні. Оскільки на Судак виділялися 
кошти із Республіканського бюджету АРК. To представни- 
ки 8 громадських організацій автономії запідозрили крим- 
ський уряд у створенні корупційної схеми і звернулися до 
Прокуратури Криму з проханням перевірити правомір- 
ність використання коштів, виділених Держбюджетом 
України на будівництво саме української школи в Ялті. 

У прес-службі кримського уряду підтвердили наміри 
урядовців змінити призначення бюджетних 400 тисяч, але 
пояснити і прокоментувати ситуацію пообіцяли пізніше. 


Народна самооборона" Юрій Луценко виступає за зміцнення 
"президентської вертикалі" в системі гілок державної влади. 

"Я довго вагався між ідеями (спікера Верховної Ради, 
лідера СПУ Олександра) Мороза про парламентаризм та 
ідеями (президента Віктора) Ющенка про розумне поси- 
лення президентської вертикалі, і зараз схиляюсь до дру- 
гого", - цитує його слова з інтерв'ю "Главреду" прес- 
служба блоку. 

«Справа в тому, що ідеї Мороза продемонстрували себе у 
суцільному хаосі й безвідповідальності на торговій площад- 
ці, в яку перетворили Верховну Раду", - пояснив Луценко. 

«Уявити собі такий же парламентаризм в областях 
означає перетворити всю країну на колгоспні збори, де 
щось буде вирішуватись", - додав він. 

Луценко переконаний, що "президент повинен мати верти- 
каль, яка збалансує партійний інтерес в Радах всіх рівнів". 

УЦя вертикаль звичайно не має відновити авторитаризм 
часів Кучми, але мають бути префекти -- люди, що впли- 
вають на дотримання загальнонаціональної політики з 
урахуванням інтересів громадян, що проживають на даній 
території, які висловлюватиме представницька гілка 
влади", - наголосив лідер НУ-НС. 
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4 Dr. Stephen Р. Klimasko 


D.DS., D.A.B.E,B.A., B.ED. 


Passed away peacefully at 
Hamilton General Hospital on Sat- 
urday August 11, 2007 in his 98th 
year. Beloved husband of Rose (nee 
Boyko) for 62 years. Much loved 
father of Rosemarie of Ottawa, 
Nadya (Carmen Carrabs) of 
Hamilton, Elaine (Edward Blais) of 
Ottawa, Sonia (Bill Leheniuk) of 
Holland Landing, Gloria (Jim 
Robson) of Stouffville, Tania (An- 
thony Hoffman) of Maryhill and 
Stephen Jr. of Mississauga. Cher- 
ished dido of Adrienne (Anton 
Osfolk), Michael Blais; Clayton, 
Kyle and Katharine Hoffman; 
Zachary, Nastassia and Andrei 
Leheniuk; Kayla and Machias 
Klimasko and beloved great dido of 
Nyla Rose Osfolk. Stephen is sur- 
vived by Sylvia Stefanson of Saska- 
toon, Rosella Stadnyk of Coquitlam 
B.C. and brother Andy of Rocanville 
Sask. Dr. Klimasko’s primary edu- 
cation was received in Leslie, Sask. 
He completed his high school at City 
Park Collegiate in Saskatoon while 
residing at the P. Mohyla Institute. 
In 1930 he graduated from Moose 
Jaw Normal School. Following his 
graduation, he taught for eight years 
in one room schools; first as public 
school teacher and for five years as 
principal. Dr. Klimasko took sum- 
mer school courses at the Univer- 
sity of Saskatoon leading to a com- 
bined В.А. /В.ЕР. degree. In 1941 
he enrolled at the University of 
Toronto, faculty of Dentistry gradu- 
ating in 1944 with a D.D.S. degree. 

The same year he joined the 
R.C.A.F., first as Lieutenant and 
later as Captain. In 1944 he founded 
the Hamilton TYC branch. He 
strongly recognized the “Self Reli- 
ance” movement among Ukrainians. 
Among his peers he became a leader 
of wider vision who could be relied 
upon to provide ideas for progress. 

He was President of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church and Chairman of 
the building committee. he was 
president of TYC eastern executive, 
Vice President of Hamilton KYK 
branch and one of the first directors 
of the SUS Foundation. In 1963- 
1964 he was Secretary of the Do- 
minion executive of the Ukrainian 
Self Reliance League. In 1961-1962 
he was the first rector of St. 
Vladimir’s Institute, being one of 


three founding fathers of this insti- 
tution. He spent fourteen years on 
the board of governors. He was di- 
rector and teacher of advanced sum- 
mer school courses sponsored by St. 
Vladimir’s Institute at Camp Kyiv 
in Oakville. In 1995 he was awarded 
the Shevchenko Medal of Recogni- 
tion by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress in Winnipeg for his many 
outstanding contributions to society, 
-both locally and nationally. 

He was overjoyed to see Ukraine 
become independent. Prior to the 
independence he visited Ukraine 
five times, once with his son 
Stephen Jr. where they studied 
Ukrainian at Kyiv University. 

In 1998 Hamilton TYC estab- 
lished a 50th anniversary scholar- 
ship fund and plaque in Dr. 
Klimasko’s name to be awarded an- 
nually to the most deserving SUMK 
student in Canada. In 1965 he ob- 
tained his specialty in Endodontics, 
receiving his D.A.B.E. (Diplomate). 
In the same year he joined the in- 
ternship teaching program at the 
Hamilton General Hospital and be- 
came director of Endodontics for six 
years. In 1969 he was promoted to 
the highest category of Active Hos- 
pital membership. In 2007 the board 
of directors again reappointed him 
to the Hamilton Health Sciences 
Honorary Staff, Dept. of Dental Sur- 
gery. He presented many dental clin- 
ics at Conventions all across North 
America. Dr. Klimasko was presi- 
dent of the Toronto Endodontic 


Study Club. 

He served as director of the 
Hamilton Academy of Dentistry and 
was President of the Academy study 
club. 

Dr. Klimasko loved music and he 
instilled that love in his children. 
Elaine is assistant concert master 
with the National Arts Centre Or- 
chestra. Rosemarie is a violin suzuki 
teacher in Ottawa, Sonia plays the 
violin with the National Ballet of 
Canada and Tania is a music teacher 
at Suddaby School in Kitchener. 
Gloria is a primary school teacher 
and Nadya and Stephen Jr. have ex- 
celled in their respective fields. Now 
each grandchild plays an instrument. 

Dr. Klimasko excelled in track 
and field placing first repeatedly in 
pole vault. He loved to travel and 
he and his wife explored many parts 
of the world. He had an abiding pas- 
sion for books and owned an exten- 
sive library collection. Upon his re- 
tirement he donated his books to 
McMaster Library, Hamilton Pub- 
lic Library and Ukraine. He was a 
community leader and teacher who 
was inspired by his father Yakim, a 
cantor in the Orthodox Church. Dr. 
Klimasko was highly successful in 
all he undertook. He was an out- 
standing organizer believing all 
endeavours had to be done to per- 
fection. He аз ап excellent speaker 
and tireless worker who was always 
chosen to lead. He was very active 
in church, community and political 
organizations. He will be remem- 
bered for his strong character, inde- 
pendent spirit and pride in his Ukrai- 
nian heritage. 

At the Panachyda, a beautiful eu- 
logy was presented by Mr. Bill 
Sametz. He summed up Dr. 
Klimasko as an individual who was 
given the gift of life, who left be- 
hind a deep well and a marked path 
for all of us to follow. 

The funeral service was held 
Wednesday August 15th at St. 
Vladimir’s Cathedral. Officiating 
were Archibishop Yuri, Fr. William 
Makarenko, and Fr. Sencio. Intern- 
ment was at Woodland Cemetery. A 
special thank you is expressed by the 
family to all those who made dona- 
tions to the Dr. Stephen Klimasko 
scholarship fund. 

May his memory be eternal. 


Yushchenko’s Russian reorganization reaction muted 


(Ukrainian Journal) — President Viktor Yushchenko’s 


office cautiously reacted to a surprise reshuffle of the 
Russian government that some view as the start of the 
transfer of power from Vladimir Putin to a successor. 

Putin on Sept. 12 nominated Viktor Zubkoy, a little- 
known ally from St. Petersburg, as the prime minister 
of Russia hours after accepting the resignation of 
Mikhail Fradkoy from the post. 

The sudden reshuffle comes amid speculation that 
Putin has been preparing to start the transfer of power 
to a successor six months ahead of presidential elec- 
tion in Russia. 

Oleksandr Chaliy, the top foreign policy advisor to 
Yushchenko, said the reshuffle in the Russian govern- 
ment, was "ап internal matter of the Russian Federa- 
tion.” 

“We respect it,’ Chaliy said at a press conference 
when asked to comment on the development in Rus- 
sia. 

Russia is the main supplier of natural gas to Ukraine 
and the countries have yet to agree on the prices to be 
charged in 2008. The extent of the price hike may have 
a major impact on the Ukrainian economy next year, 
analysts said. 

Ukraine originally planned to complete the natural 
gas talks by the middle of August in order to be able to 
incorporate the prices in the 2008 budget. But Fradkoy 
has said in July that the talks may only be completed in 
October of November. 

This led to speculation that Russia will probably de- 


cide on the price hike after Sept. 30 snap election in 
Ukraine after seeing whether pro-Russian or pro-West- 
ern parties form the government. 

“Both, Russia and Ukraine have entered an electoral 
cycle, which in itself may cause a number of domestic 
and inter-state challenges,” Vadym Karasiov, a Kyiv- 
based political analyst, said. “The new candidate [in 
Russia] to some extent may shift accents during this 
period.” 

Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, who leads the 
pro-Russian government coalition, said Sept. 12 he did 
not think that the reshuffle in Russia would affect the 
Russian-Ukrainian relations. 

Zubkoy, 65, has headed Russia’s anti-money laun- 
dering authority, the Federal Financial Monitoring Ser- 
vice, since 2004. 

Zubkoy’s nomination was a surprise as it had ap- 
peared to keep Russian analysts guessing over who 
Putin would back as his preferred successor as presi- 
dent. 

Many had expected one of the two leading potential 
presidential candidates — Putin’s hawkish first deputy 
Prime Minister Sergei Ivanov — ог his close rival and 
fellow first deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev 
— to be nominated for the position as a test run ahead 
of presidential elections in March 2008. 

Most of Russian political observers expect any presi- 
dential candidate with Putin’s support to easily sweep 
the March vote due to the president’s popularity and 
his monopoly on all levers of power. 
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БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ: 


resolute Azzurri 


(UEFA)—Antonio Di Natale was the two-goal hero for Italy as the 
Azzurri claimed three vital points from their Group B qualifier in Ukraine, 
Sept. 12. 

Roberto Donadoni’s side were оп the back foot for much of the encoun- 
ter but Di Natale’s double moved Italy above France and into second place 
in the table. Andriy Shevchenko was arguably the game’s outstanding 
player, leading the home team forward and scoring an equaliser midway 
through the second half, but that was not enough to earn the point Ukraine 
felt they merited. 

Shevchenko set the tone early on, firing a 25-metre free-kick against 
the crossbar with Gianluigi Buffon beaten. The striker continued to pose a 
threat, forcing Buffon into action from even further out as Ukraine went 
close to an opening goal, yet in typical fashion Italy took the lead with 
their first chance four minutes before the break. Andrea Pirlo lifted the 
ball to Di Natale who nodded in from close range. 

The forward had the next chance for Italy too, after Vincenzo Iaquinta 
led a three-on-one attack, but his header was too weak and Olexandr 
Shovkovskiy made an easy save. Shevchenko had not wasted all his en- 
ergy in the first period and he continued to inspire the hosts’ bid for an 
equaliser. He charged down Andrea Barzagli’s clearance but could not 
guide the ball past Buffon with just the goalkeeper to beat. 

It was only a matter of time before he did eventually break through and 
after 71 minutes he swivelled to sweep a loose ball past Buffon as the 
Italy defence failed to clear a corner. But with a rare counterattack, Di 
Natale struck the decisive blow with 13 minutes remaining. Massimo 
Ambrosini chipped the ball over the Ukraine rearguard to send Di Natale 
free and he maintained his composure to place the ball calmly into the net 
and secure the points. 


Klitschko comeback 
called off after surgery 


Vitali Klitschko’s comeback fight against American Jameel McCline 
has been called off, the former WBC heayweight champion’s agent an- 
nounced on Sept. 10, 

Klitschko was due to face McCline in Munich on September 22, his 
first fight since retiring in 2005, but is out of action after suffering an 
injury in training on Saturday which required emergency spinal surgery. 

“To have such bad luck is incredible,” Klitschko, 36, said. 

“I’ve been in intensive training for the fight for the past nine weeks. 
Everything was fine until in the last week of preparation this happened. 

“Now I’ll get myself back and once this is sorted out I’ll plan the next 
stages of my sporting career with my advisers.” 

Klitschko suffered the problem during a training session in Kitzbuhel 
in Austria. 

The boxer was rushed to a hospital, where doctors found that an inter- 
vertebral disk had fallen out and decided to operate immediately, the source 
added. 

Klitschko, the WBC heavyweight boxing champion in 2004 and 2005, 
retired two years ago because of a serious knee injury. 

But having watched his younger brother Wladimir claim and defend the 
IBF title in 2006, the Ukrainian decided to make a comeback in January 
2007. 


If you like this paper, but 
have not yet subscribed 


Ensure you get each issue 
delivered to your home 


Subscribe to Ukrainian News 


PRICES: 


In Canada: 1 Year (24 Issues) $40.00 (CND) (GST included) 
2 Years (48 Issues) $75.00 (CND) (GST included) 
In the U.S.: 1 Year (24 Issues) $45.00 (US) 
2 Years (48 Issues) $85.00 (US)s 
Outside Canada and the U.S.A.: Twice the U.S.A. rate. 


Please fill out the form below and mail, along with a cheque 
or money order payable to Ukrainian News to: 
Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB, T5M 1Y9 


Ukrainian Мем5/Українські вісті, Sept 21 - Oct. 3, 21 вересня -3 жовтня, 2007 


‘Ukraine defeated by |Shakhtar enjoy flying start 


By Pavel Gognidze from RSC Olympiyskiy Stadium 
(UEFA)—FC Shakhtar Donetsk made a flying start 
to UEFA Champions League Group Р, Brando and 
Cristiano Lucarelli scoring inside the opening eight 
minutes without reply as Celtic FC’s away misery con- 
tinued, Sept. 15. 
The Scottish title-holders had lost 12 of their 13 games 
on their travels in this competition prior to the trip to 
Donetsk, where they never looked like improving that 
Statistic. Brandao pounced after just five minutes, with 
Cristiano Lucarelli marking his first UEFA Champi- 
ons League start with a headed second three minutes 
later. Shakhtar can expect a sterner test at SL Benfica 
on Oct. 3, when Celtic face another daunting task 
against the holders AC Milan. 

Shakhtar started with Tomas Hiibschman deputising 
for suspended captain Dmytro Chygrynskiy, and with 
intent as Fernandinho met a cross from stand-in skip- 
per Darijo Srna and flashed a header just over the bar. 
Still, the home side did not have to wait long to score 
the opening goal of the night — and the group stage — 
as a Fernandinho pass dissected the Celtic defence and 
Brandao was coolness personified as he slipped the ball 
under Artur Boruc. 

The Brazilian enjoys playing Celtic, having scored 
in a 3-0 victory for Shakhtar against the Scottish side 
in the 2004/05 group stage. The visitors probably feared 
a repeat of that heavy reverse as Lucarelli sent in a lob 
which narrowly missed the target, before making 
amends soon after by connecting with Razvan Rat’s 
perfect centre from the left and planting a header be- 
yond Boruc to spark a frenzy in the Olympiyskiy stands. 


By no means flattered by their 2-0 lead, the orange 
shirts continued to pour forward and looked threatening 
down both wings. Their next chance, on 19 minutes, 
came from one such foray as Rat darted down the left 
flank before finding Lucarelli who shot straight at Boruc. 
A Brandao effort disallowed for offside provided the cue 
for Celtic’s first attack, as Massimo Donati nutmegged 
a defender with a pass to Scott McDonald who called 
Andriy Pyatov into action with a shot turned behind. 

With Celtic now settled, Shakhtar switched to play- 
ing on the counter, a tactic which almost reaped a re- 
ward in the 40th minute as Brandao and Srna combined 
to work a chance for Ilsinho. The Croatian’s cross fell 
perfectly for the Brazilian to unleash a fierce volley 
that Boruc saved superbly at full stretch. It was Shakhtar 
who again did the stretching after the break, Srna driv- 
ing a shot from an acute angle into the side-netting on 
53 minutes before Brandao headed wide following a 
neat hooked pass into the box from Mariusz 
Lewandowski. 

With the game slipping away, Gordon Strachan in- 
troduced Aiden McGeady for Shunsuke Nakamura, the 
playmaker having been nullified down the left by 
Ilsinho and Srna, and Chris Killen for McDonald. 
Lucescu responded by bringing on Nery Alberto 
Castillo, and the € 20m summer recruit twice went close 
to extending the lead in the latter stages after Jan 
Vennegoor of Hesselink had shaved a post with Celtic’s 
best chance. 


Roma deliver Dynamo KO on first night 


By Richard Allen from Stadio Olimpico 

(UEFA)— AS Roma continued their fine start to the 
season with a comfortable win against FC Dynamo 
Kyiv in their opening Group F fixture, Sept. 19. 

The result was rarely in doubt once Simone Perrotta 
had given the home side an early lead following a 
breathtaking move. The Ukrainian champions barely 
managed a shot in anger, although it was not until 20 
minutes from time when Roma, thanks to the almost 
inevitable goal from captain Francesco Totti, made the 
game safe. 

Roma had enjoyed a perfect opening to the Italian 
campaign and began their European challenge in simi- 
lar fashion in front of an expectant crowd at the Stadio 
Olimpico. 

Mancini fired dangerously across goal and Totti 
blazed wildly over before the breakthrough came in 
delicious style on nine minutes. Following fine one- 
touch build-up play, Alberto Aquilani slipped in Max 
Tonetto whose whipped cross was glanced in by 
Perrotta. 

The Italian international, who turned 30 two days 
ago, celebrated with a full-length dive. 

With confidence high, Roma were pushing for a quick 
second. Marco Cassetti, up from right-back, almost pro- 
vided it on 16 minutes but saw his swerving 18-metre 
effort well held by Olexandr Shovkovskiy. The goal- 
keeper had to be alert again five minutes later follow- 
ing another flowing move. Totti flashed the ball across 
goal and Tonetto’s fierce drive from just outside the 
box was saved low down. 

Dynamo, who have not progressed beyond the group 


stage in their last six attempts, had kicked off with two 
up front but Ismaél Bangoura and Maksim Shatskikh 
were seeing little of the ball. Indeed, it was a Roma 
defender, Juan, who should have doubled the advan- 
tage just before the half-hour. Taddei’s cross from the 
right was flicked on by Perrotta yet the Brazilian could 
only side-foot against the post from close range. 

The ball was moving from one end to the other, with 
both teams guilty of surrendering possession. Four min- 
utes after the restart the Giallorossi made rather better 
use of it, to go close once again. Mancini found time 
and space inside the area and then stared in disbelief as 
he watched Shovkoyskiy pull off a terrific stop. 

If many of Roma’s tricks were not coming off, when 
they did they were a joy to behold. 

After more one-touch play had pierced the heart of 
the Dynamo back line, Mancini’s final pass was almost 
put into his own net by the back-peddling Taras 
Mikhalik. 

The second goal had to come and eventually it did. 
Ludovic Giuly, on for Mancini, should have scored yet 
he drove straight at Shovkovskiy when one-on-one with 
the keeper. 

Оп 70 minutes Roma’s captain made no mistake Бау- 
ing been sent clear by Perrotta. After waiting for 
Shovkovskiy to commit himself, Totti drilled a right- 
foot shot into the far corner. Aquilani almost added a 
third with a skidding effort from outside the box be- 
fore Dynamo substitute Serhiy Rebrov had Doni 
stretching for the first time. Back at the other end, 
Cassetti struck the woodwork as Roma ran out easy 2- 
0 winners. 


Last-gasp leveller frustrates Ukraine 


(UEFA)—A last-gasp Georgia equaliser tonight 
could prove a huge blow to Ukraine’s UEFA Euro 2008 
qualifying hopes. 

The visitors to Tbilisi led early through Oleh 
Shelayev and were only denied more goals by Georgia 
keeper Georgi Lomaia before substitute David Siradze 
headed the home side level a minvte from the end. 

With Scotland beating Lithuania 3-1, fourth-placed 
Ukraine at that point were five points adrift of second 
in Group B though they have a game in hand. 

Ukraine started brightly and had the first shot of the 
match in the fourth minute through Volodymyr 
Yezerskiy, Lomaia proving equal to the effort. 

Oleh Blokhin’s team did not have to wait long to 
break the deadlock, though, as Shelayev connected with 
Ruslan Rotan’s outswinging comer to the far post and 
shot in. 

Rotan nearly added a second immediately afterwards 


but curled the ball wide. 

Andriy Shevchenko, captaining Ukraine despite re- 
cent injury problems, forced a save from Lomaia while 
visiting keeper Olexandr Shovkovskiy was tested by 
Mate Ghvinianidze before Georgi Demetradze drove 
over from a free-kick. 

Andriy Rusol was the next to be denied by Lomaia 
although Georgia came close to an equaliser just be- 
fore the break when Lasha Jakobia sliced over 

Shevchenko was determined to put the result beyona 
doubt in the second half, yet Lomaia was equal to a 
strong ten-metre shot and then a curling effort from 
outside the area which he dived to tip wide. 

Serhiy Nazarenko also threatened but Ukraine’s lead 
disappeared when Demetradze’s inswinging corner was 
headed high into the net by Siradze. 

Ukraine qualified for the 2006 FIFA World Cup de- 
spite conceding a late equaliser in Georgia. 
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From Toronto to 
‘pizza king’ of Kyiv 


Entrepreneur battled thugs and inflation to build 
empire — and did it all without a Ukrainian partner 


By Mitch Potter, The Toronto Star, Sept. 8, 2007 

You can come with your heart, you can come with 
your head. But take it from Myron Spolsky, a Toronto 
businessman who risked everything to rekindle ties to 
his ancestral homeland — he’s making a go of things 
despite, rather than because of, his love for Ukraine. 

If Spolsky had a kopek for every starry-eyed new- 
comer from the Ukrainian diaspora who ran screaming 
for the border after running aground on hopes and 
dreams alone, he might today be swimming in borscht. 

He’s seen it all since arriving in 1990, just as the 
former Soviet republic was about to attain statehood: 
the Ukrainian Canadians and Americans who went into 
business with their cousins here only to watch their 
entire stock march mysteriously out the door; others 
who succumbed to the Byzantine maze of rules, writ- 
ten and unwritten, that govern entrepreneurialism in 
Ukzaine; others still who found a winning formula, only 
to have it snatched away by criminal gangs. 

Despite all odds, Spolsky, 55, ranks today as the un- 
likely “pizza king” of Kyiv, having kneaded over the 
years an impressive empire built on dough. 

When he made his first pie, Ukrainians were totally 
unacquainted with the concept. Now his chain of three 
_ door. But Spolsky’s storefront operations are humbled 
by the success of his frozen-pizza factory, which ac- 
counts for 70 per cent of his business as the dominant 
brand in Ukrainian supermarkets. 

It all adds up to more than $1 million a year in busi- 
ness. How much more, Spolsky isn’t saying. Ukraine 
may no longer be the Wild East it was in the "905, but 
nor is it yet a place where the rule of law is sufficiently 
rooted for a prudent businessman to mention his num- 
bers aloud. 

What makes Spolsky’s feat more astonishing is that 
he did it all without a native Ukrainian partner, a dy- 
namic widely regarded as an absolute necessity for 
many of the diaspora expats here. 

“We've been open 15 years, which is like 30 years 
anywhere else,” laughs Spolsky. 

“When we got here, we found Ukraine had been de- 
liberately repressed for so long nobody even knew what 
a pizza was. The first day we made 50 pizzas and de- 
livered them free to all the embassies. Day after day, I 
just kept making them and handing them out free to 
everyone we knew. 

“A month later, we had our first lineup. And once 
the business got rolling people began to take notice. I 
got thrown out of the original location because I re- 
fused to pay a huge bribe to stay there.” 

Spolsky has had other rocky moments. He remem- 
bers “inflation approaching 10,000 per cent” in waves 
50 steep and sudden that a profitable pizza could be- 
come a money-loser in the span between order desk 
and oven. Twice a day, he’d adjust his prices in a des- 
perate attempt to stay even with suppliers. 

Only once did the extortionists demand outright a 
share of his business. Asked how he managed to keep 
them at bay, Spolsky shrugs: “When you are threat- 
ened with thugs in Ukraine, there is not much choice 
but to get your own thugs.” 

Détente was attained and the bandits went off in 
search of an easier mark. 

But far more interesting, says Spolsky, were the 
events of three years ago in the run-up to the Orange 
Revolution, when he saw political anger build up among 
his Ukrainian staff of 200 over fears of election fraud. 

“They were saying to me, We have to do something.’ 
And then, on the night the good burghers of Kyiv be- 
gan to march en masse to Independence Square, my 
staff took action.” 

Action, in this case, was making pizzas. Spolsky’s 
crews took charge, organizing themselves into a third 
shift and reorganizing the kitchens to crank out maxi- 
mum rations for the hordes of protesters. 

“T had very little to do with it — but I didn’t get in 
the way, either. One thing I’ve learned about a Ukrai- 


Myron Spolsky 


nian staff is you can tell them, “No, you will not give 


away free pizzas to the protesters’ and they will say, 
~Okay, we won’t.’ And then they will do it anyway,” 
said Spolsky. 

“We're talking a tonne and a half of borscht each 
day. And maybe 300 or 400 pizzas a day. And I don’t 
know how many sandwiches. The city was under po- 
lice siege and after a few days we began running out of 
supplies. 

“But then, in the 11th hour, farmers from the coun- 
tryside began to show up at on the outskirts with grains 
and cheese. We were able to keep it going.” 

As Ukraine approaches yet another parliamentary 
election Sept. 30, the sense of disappointment in Kyiv 
is palpable. The flash of Orange that burned so vividly 
three years ago has faded to a grim monochrome, as 
Ukrainians anguish over the sheer interchangeable in- 
adequacy of their leaders, Orange or otherwise. 

Spolsky shares that disappointment. He spoke of it 
at length the previous week at the Canadian embassy, 
where he caters a beer-and-pizza night every two weeks 


that has become the coolest destination in town Бог 


expats, diplomats and assorted political types. 

Yet he keeps his political distance, mindful that even 
if his parents were born in Ukraine, he remains very 
much Canadian — and as such, not an active voice in 
the debate. 

Instead, he jokes about the necessity of nurturing his 
“inner a—hole” as a means of business survival, Ukrai- 
nian-style. 

But in conversation it is obvious also how deeply he 
cares for his ancestral kinfolk. Clearly, this is much 
more than simply a place to make money. 

“Ukrainians have a tough exterior, but by and large 
they are really a pretty genteel people. The just don’t 
have a mean bone in them,” he says. 

“So for them to stand up the way they did really meant 
something. And for all the frustrations today, you can 
see in the next generation of young people a whole new 
appetite for even more freedom and opportunity, be- 
cause they don’t remember living in the fog of com- 
munism. 

“That’s why long-term prospects are great. Ukraine 
doesn’t want to be the third Rome. It doesn’t have any 
ideological hang-ups. It just wants to realize its poten- 
tial. And as a guy from Canada, I find it utterly fasci- 
nating to watch.” 
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French firm 
gets Chornobyl] 
cover contract 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian officials on Sept. 17 signed a $505 million con- 
tract with the French-led consortium Novarka to build a new steel cover 
over the reactor of the Chornobyl nuclear power plant that was destroyed 
in а 1986 explosion, international and Ukrainian news agencies reported. 

“I am convinced that today, possibly for the first time, we can frankly 
tell the national and international community that the answer to the prob- 
lem of sealing off the Chornobyl nuclear plant was found today,” Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko said at the signing ceremony in Kyiv. 

The new cover will enclose the concrete sarcophagus erected hastily 
over the ruined reactor after the 1986 accident. 

The project, due to be completed over four to five years, is financed by 
an international fund managed by the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development. Another $200 million deal, signed on the same day by 
Ukraine and U.S.-based Holtec International, provides for building а fa- 
cility to house spent fuel from the Chornoby] plant’s other three reactors. 

Holtec International President Kris Singh said the facility could ulti- 
mately house spent fuel from some of Ukraine’s 16 working reactors if 
authorities approve such a move. 


NBU restrictions too 
tough, says bank chief 


(Ukrainian Journal) — The introduction by the National Bank of Ukraine 
of restrictions on interest rates on foreign loans attracted by Ukrainian 


ї | banks includes too tough wording, which could create obstacles for all 
4 | Ukrainian banks, according 


to Volodymyr Lavrenchuk, the head of 
Raiffeisen Bank Aval. = Se вен Se 
The NBU in July made amendments to the procedure on receiving credits 
and loans in foreign currency by residents from non-residents. The amend- | 

ments, effective Oct.19, foresee the restriction of interest rates by the rate 


on Ukrainian eurobonds plus 2 percentage notches. 


Ukraine not planning to resume 
electricity supplies to Russia 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Ukraine is not planning by late 2007 to resume 
commercial supplies of its electricity to Russia due to the absence of sur- 
plus electricity on the domestic market, Andriy Turos, UkrinterEnergo 
deputy director for electricity exports, told the press in Kyiv on Sept. 12. 

“Electricity to Russia by the end of the year will be supplied in mini- 
mum volumes, needed to cover technical overflows between power grids. 
These are not commercial supplies,” he said. 

Turos said that the main reason for the absence of a surplus of Ukrai- 
nian electricity is rapid growth in electricity consumption inside the coun- 
try and not the non-scheduled repairs of NPPs’ reactors. 


Business Briefs 


US ready to suspend case 

(Ukrainian Journal) - Ukrainian steel mills and the Industry and Economy 
ministries are completing talks with the U.S. Department of Trade on a 
new agreement on the suspension of the antidumping investigation into 
Ukrainian-made cut-to-length carbon steel plates, said ог Kirichenko, 
the ministry’s mining sector department head, Sept. 13. He said that Ukrai- 
nian mills, including Alchevsk steel mill, agreed all terms on the process 
with the U.S. Department of Trade. 


Trade deficit rises 


(Ukrainian Journal) —The deficit of Ukraine’s foreign trade in commodi- 
ties from January to July 2007 was estimated at $5.25 billion, a 53.8% or 
$1.837 billion year-on-year increase, the State Statistics Committee re- 
ported, Sept. 17. The committee said that the export of commodities over 
the seven months was estimated at $27.371 billion, while imports were at 
$32.621 billion. In January through July, exports grew by 31.9% year-on- 
year, while imports increased by 35% year-over-year. 


Gas prices to hold 

(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine and Turkmenistan, the country’s main source 
of gas, reached a preliminary agreement over keeping natural gas prices 
unchanged at $100/1,000 cubic meters in 2008, Energy and Fuel Minister 
Yuriy Boyko said Sept. 13. Ukraine is now holding talks with Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan, which jointly supply the remaining 27% of the country’s 
gas imports, to try to keep their prices unchanged too, Boyko said. 


Lukoil to invest $1b in Ivano-Frankivsk 

(Ukrainian Journal)—Russia’s Lukoil-Neftekhim is planning to invest 
about $1 billion in setting up a new facility to process plastic and raw 
petrochemicals at Ukraine’s Karpatnaftokhim in the Ivano-Frankivsk town 
of Kalush. “We estimate potential investment at this site at about $1 bil- 
lion,” Alexei Smirnov, Lukoil vice president and general director of Lukoil- 
Neftekhim, said at a meeting devoted to industrial development problems 
in Western Ukrainian regions on Sept. 6. 
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Yanukovych wants 5 years 


(RFE/RL)—Prime Minister Yanukovych “We must form a coalition after the elec- 
told journalists in Kyiv on Sept. 10 that he tion in the shortest possible time and will 
wants to stay in his job for five years 0 сот- make every effort to ensure that happens. Our 
plete key projects, Reuters reported. country has no time to start things again from 

“Naturally, I would truly like to work as_ scratch,” he added. 

Ukraine’s prime minister for no fewer than Yanukovych was prime minister from No- 
five years. That would give us the chance to vember 2002 to January 2005 and became the 
implement the plans we have today,” he said. head of the current cabinet in August 2006. 
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